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historic name__ SALEM DOWNTOWN STATE STREET-COMMERCIAL STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

other names/site number SALEM DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT (preferred)
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street & number Roughly bounded by Ferry, High, Chemeketa and Front streets ___not for publication
city or town Salem - ___ vicinity

state Oregon code__ OR county _ Marion code_047 zZip code__97301

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this __X _ nomination
____request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFE Part 60. In my opinion, the property
__ X meets _____ does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

| nationally ____ statewide _X locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Salem Downtown Historic District
Name of Property

Marion County, Oregon
County and State

|5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_X_Private ____ building(s)
___public-local _X_ district
___public-state ____site
___ public-federal ___structure

____object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
57 35 buildings
sites
structures
objects
57 35 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register
14

|6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE/Business, Professional
organizational, financial institution, department

store, restaurant, warehouse
SOCIAL: meeting hall, civic
RECREATION & CULTURE: theater, auditorium

TRANSPORTATION: parking garage

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE/Business, Professional

organizational, financial institution, department

store, restaurant, warehouse
SOCIAL: meeting hall, civic
RECREATION & CULTURE: theater, auditorium

GOVERNMENT: government offices

[ 7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate, Queen Anne
Richardsonian Romanesque; LATE 19" and EARLY
CENTURY REVIVALS: Tudor, Mission; LATE 19th
and EARLY 20% CENTURY AMERICAN MQVE-

MENTS: Commercial Style; MODERN MOVEMENT
Modernistic

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE., STONE
walls BRICK, CONCRETE, WOOD, STONE

roof METAL: Copper, ASPHALT, OTHER
other TERRA COTTA, STUCCO

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets
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DESCRIPTION

Summary Statement

The Salem Downtown State Street-Commercial Street Historic District (referred to in this nomination
as the "Salem Downtown Historic District") is an architecturally and historically cohesive district
memorializing the development of Salem, Oregon's, downtown historic commercial core. The district's period
of significance extends from 1867/1868, the date of the oldest extant building, to around 1950, when the
exterior remodeling of a number of buildings had been completed and one building/structure was
constructed. Historic resources in the district built during the period of significance convey cyclical eras of
both robust growth (notably the 1870s-1880s, 1902-1920s, and 1945-1950), and slack development (the
1890s and 1930s) in the community. The major cross streets of Commercial and State form the linear nexus
of this seven-block district, which is bound, generally, by the rear lot lines of properties fronting on Court
Street (on the north), High Street (on the east), Ferry Street (on the south), and Commercial Street (on the
west).

The district boundaries encompass a high concentration of Historic Contributing resources that share
a continuity of scale, lot-line development at the street, building materials and decorative elements. Most of
the contributing buildings exhibit proportions and stylistic elements derived from traditional architectural
styles. The contributing resources represent six main style classifications: Italianate, Italianate/Queen
Anne, Richardsonian Romanesque, Commercial, Revival (early twentieth-century historic period), and
Modernistic. Nearly 62 percent (fifty-seven buildings) of the total of ninety-two separate buildings in the
district are classified as Historic Contributing resources. Thirty-two percent of the total are considered Non-
Contributing (23 buildings are Historic Non-Contributing and twelve are post-1950 Non-Historic Non-
Contributing resources). There are sixteen vacant lots occupied by parking lots.

Overall Description

The Salem Downtown Historic District is at the heart of historic commercial activity in Salem, Oregon,
the state capital and the county seat. Salem is located about fifty miles south of Portland. The district is
within two blocks of the east bank of the Willamette River, which flows north into the Columbia River north of
Portland. During Oregon's early decades of settlement and development, the Willamette River served as the
primary historic corridor of commerce and trade, thus encouraging the siting and early development of
Salem's industrial and commercial activity in close proximity to the river. The river also formed the central
spine of a broad, 150-mile-long valley of gently rolling hills and open "prairies" that attracted the earliest
immigrants to the Oregon Territory and has provided to this day fertile ground to support an important
agricultural-based segment of the regional economy. Salem, both historically and today, provides a range of
commercial services for an agricultural hinterland in the mid-Willamette Valley. Rising thirty miles away to
the east are the foothills of the Cascade Mountain Range. The foothills of the Coast Range rise to the west
about forty miles west of Salem.

Buildings in the district are sited on a grid pattern of blocks and streets, which are part of the original
Salem plat, parallel to the Willamette River. Blocks are approximately 332 feet square and bisected by narrow
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alleys running north and south through the middle of each block. Notably broad streets, approximately

" ninety-nine feet wide, reportedly served as effective fire breaks between blocks and facilitated the
maneuverability and off- and on-loading of horse-drawn wagons. Historic and contemporary street names in
the district, such as Commercial, Ferry, State, and Court, reveal the Methodist settlers' vision of an orderly
city of commerce and government.

The Salem Downtown Historic District is primarily comprised of commercial buildings that house
retail shops, offices, and restaurants. Several buildings, historically and today, have also provided space for
fraternal, service, and entertainment activities as well as lodging. A majority of the buildings are constructed
of brick or concrete. Exterior wall surface materials on the historic portions of main facades include brick (of
various colors), stucco, and concrete. Historic wood ornamentation and cast iron pilasters and other
decorative elements, manufactured at the once nearby Salem Iron Works and in Albany and Portland, are
prevalent on Italianate and Italianate/Queen Anne style buildings in the district. Tile, metal, and fabricated
stone and brick are common sheathing materials used in the remodeling of many ground-level building
facades. Foundations are principally of stone, brick, and concrete. Many historic transom lights and more
modern large plate glass windows are found on most of the street-level main building facades.

The cohesion of architectural styles in the Salem Downtown Historic District represents several
successive periods of commercial up-building. Several two-story Italianate and Queen Anne/Italianate style
edifices along Commercial Street between State Street and the district's northern boundary provide a visual
reminder of the steady growth of Salem's commercial center before the nationwide panic of 1893 and the
depression that followed through the 1890s. A number of notable Commercial style and historic period
Revival style buildings along Court Street and Liberty Street convey a history of exuberant and optimistic
development in the commercial district during the Progressive Era's first two decades of the twentieth century.
On State Street, within the district boundaries, a varied collection of architectural styles (Italianate,
Commercial, Revival, and Modernistic) tells of the progressive development that took place between the
industrial river front (on the west) and the centers of civic and cultural activities (on the east). Two historic
banks at the intersection of State and Commercial streets, the Ladd and Bush Bank (1868) and the United
States National Bank/Pioneer Trust Bank (1909), occupy buildings designed in the Italianate and the
Commercial styles that suggest the physical evolution of the city's small financial center.

Finally, the presence of several buildings designed or remodeled in the Modern period throughout the
district clearly convey the impact of the national post-World War II boom in building construction on
developmental changes in Salem's commercial core. Several buildings in the district underwent substantial
exterior remodeling on the main facade during the 1940s. They include the: Breyman Brothers Block (two
buildings at 174-180 Commercial, NE), England Block (216-220 Commercial, NE), England-Wade Building
(two buildings at 236 Commercial, NE), Steusloff Building (399 Court), Brewer Block (405 Court}, and the
Hughes-Durbin Building (160 Liberty, NE). Although varied in style, buildings in the Salem Downtown
Historic District share similar proportions and classical design elements that give the district an overall visual
cohesion.
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The streetscape of the downtown has changed over the years. A few historic features remain,
including two clocks, one in the 200 block of Liberty Street NE on the west side of the street, and one in the
300 Block of State Street on the north side of the street. Historic glass block basement vaults also remain
within many of the sidewalks throughout downtown Salem. These were repaired and replaced with the
sidewalk improvement project which included the replacement of most sections of the sidewalk and the
introduction of curb extensions in the early 1990s. Brick pavers were introduced to portions of the sidewalks,
particularly the curb extensions, at that time. Historic photos reveal that trees were located in front of the
Ladd and Bush Bank Building as early as the turn of the century. Historic views of the downtown area show
that the lights consisted of fluted cast iron poles with fluted boots, topped with fixtures which had three
round globes that hung downward, surmounted by one upward round globe in the middle. Currently there
are numerous trees, historic replica light fixtures, and benches throughout the downtown area.

There are several architects whose work is represented in the district. The known architects
include: G.W. Rhodes, Walter D. Pugh, Wilbur F. Boothby, C.S. McNally, William C. Knighton, Fred A. Legg,
Holly A. Cornell, J.S. Coulter, Lawrence & Holford (Bean & Allyn), Morris H. Whitehouse, Leigh L. Dougan,
Robert A. Rowe, John Gray and Pietro Belluschi. Absolom Hallock has been associated with the design of the
Ladd and Bush Bank; however, no concrete evidence to support this belief has been found yet. More
complete information about the architects noted here is included in the Section 7 histories of the individual
architect-designed buildings.

Buildings Listed on the National Register and Designated Local Landmarks
There are a total of fourteen historic properties in the historic district that are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. These include:
Bush-Breyman Block, 135-141-147 Commercial Street, NE
Bush and Brey Block and Annex, 179-195-197 Commercial Street, NE
Starkey-McCully Building, 223-233 Commercial Street, NE
South First National Bank Block, 241-247 Commercial Street, NE
Paulus Building, 355-357 Court Street
Chemeketa Lodge, Odd Fellows Hall and Annex, 181-195 High Street, NE
Elsinore Theater, 170 High Street, NE
Reed Opera House and McCornack Building, 177-189 Liberty Street, NE
Manning Building, 210 State Street
Boise Building, 217 State Street
Farrar [Family] Building, 351-373 State Street
J.K. Gill Building, 356 State Street
Adolph Block, 360-370-372 State Street
First National Bank, Old/Capitol Tower, 388 State Street

Historic properties designated local landmarks in the City of Salem, Oregon, include:
United States National Bank/Pioneer Trust, 109-117 Commercial Street, NE
South Eldridge Block, 240-254 Commercial Street, NE
Masonic Building, 101 High Street, NE
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McGilchrist Building, 102-110 Liberty Street, NE
Gray Building, 105-135 Liberty Street, NE
Smith & Wade Building, 229 State Street

Catlin Building, 246 State Street

Ladd and Bush Bank Building, 302 State Street
Bayne Building, 335-349 State Street

Pomeroy Building, 379-383 State Street

Classification of Properties

The properties in the district have been evaluated and divided into four categories: Historic
Contributing, Historic Non-Contributing, Non-Historic Non-Contributing, and Vacant. Historic Contributing
resources were built or remodeled by c.1950, have retained substantial integrity since 1950, and are notable
for their architecture and/or their history. Historic Non-Contributing resources are fifty or more years old but
have lost their integrity. Non-Historic Non-Contributing buildings do not contribute to the architectural and
historical significance because they are less than fifty years old. Vacant lots in this historic district are
parking lots and are not included in the total number of resources.

Excluding the nine vacant lots, the total number of resources in the Salem Downtown Historic
District is ninety-two. Each building, not tax lot, was counted in tallying the total number of resources.
Fifty-seven of the buildings (roughly 62 percent) in the district are considered Historic Contributing. A total of
thirty-five buildings are considered non-contributing resources (23 buildings are Historic Non-Contributing
and twelve buildings are Non-Historic Non-Contributing). The non-contributing buildings make up the
remaining 38 percent of the total number of resources.

LIST OF BUILDINGS
Commercial Street (SE to NE); Court Street; Ferry Street; High Street; Liberty Street (SE to NE);
State Street

198 Commercial Street, SE
Classification: Non-Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: N/A
Current Name: Washington Mutual/Fidelity National Title
Year of Construction: c. 1956; 1990s
Legal Description: 073W27AB07600; Salem Add., Lot 5 & the frt of Lot 6 in Block 34.
Owner(s): Retro, LLC
c¢/o Mountain West Investment Co.
698 12th Street, SE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: This Modern Commercial style two-story office building was constructed around 1956, with
substantial modifications c.1990s. It is located on the corner of two busy one-way streets. Its ground level
facade consists of several bays divided by concrete block pilasters, with tile and synthetic panels covering the
exterior wall surface, with anodized aluminum fixed windows. The second-story facade, which consists of six



NPS Form 10-900a OMB Approval No. 10024-0018

United States Department of the Interior Salem Downtown Historic District
National Park Service Salem, Marion County

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number: 7 Page: 5

bays containing four fixed windows each, is stucco covered. There are no awnings or canopies on the
building. This building was built outside the period of significance does not contribute to the historic
qualities of the district.

195 - 197 Commercial Street, SE
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Marion Car Rental and Park
Current Name: Marion Car Rental and Park
Year of Construction: 1950
Legal Description: 073W27BA00500; Salem Addition front of Lot 3 in Block 47.
Owner(s): Riverfront LLC
POB 2087
Salem, Oregon 97308

Description: This flat-roofed, one-story building situated at the intersection of two major one-way streets at
the southern end of the downtown commercial area, was designed and continues to be used for the
maintenance, repair and parking of automobiles. Shop spaces are located on the ground floor; the roof is
dedicated to parking.

The building has a frontage of 112 feet and is 165 feet deep. Its footprint is in the shape of the letter U
with the opening facing Commercial Street. It has a vehicle ramp in the middle of the structure leading up to
the roof parking. A three-foot-high steel highway barrier and, in some sections, a six-foot-high chain-link
fence define the perimeter of the parking area on the roof.

The south portion of the east facade has an overhead vehicle access door. This door leads into a
vehicle repair bay. Immediately to the north of this door is an opening providing both pedestrian and vehicle
access to other shops and repair areas on the ground floor. A fifty-foot-wide portion of the roof projects
toward the street to form a canopy. Immediately to the north of the vehicle ramp is a second, narrower,
overhead vehicle-access door; to the right of this second vehicle door is a small office space.

Sections of the building have changed over time, including the windows on the south facade, the
overhead door on the south facade, one of the overhead doors on the east facade, south end, and the windows
within the north section. Many of the 1950 features remain, however, including the large canopy that
projects eastward from the south section, the overhangs that project out from the structure within the U-
shaped section, the windows within the interior of the U-shaped portion of the structure, and the overall
massing and configuration of the building, including the distinctive U-shaped design with central vehicle
ramp. Although changes have occurred, the building retains the overall character of a 1950 garage and
parking structure, and helps to describe an important period in the development of Salem’s downtown core.

History and Significance: The Marion Car Rental and Park, built in 1950, is a contributing property in the
Salem commercial district because of its association with the tremendous impact of the automobile on
downtown commercial districts across the county, including Salem’s. From the 1920s onward and especially
following World War II, the nearly universal ownership of automobiles gave rise to the growing popularity of
shopping centers away from central business districts that offered ample car parking. Efforts to
accommodate cars in the downtown encouraged the removal of numerous older buildings and, in their place,
the construction of car parking, maintenance, and rental facilities. The 1950s ushered in a long era of decline
in Salem’s historic commercial center characterized by the deterioration and even loss of many old historic
buildings and the erosion of that district’s retail vitality (along with subsequent efforts to revive commercial
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activity through “urban renewal” and historic preservation projects). The Marion Car Rental and Park,
probably completed before the end of 1950, became one of the first, if not the first, elevated, rooftop parking
structures in Salem.

The expansive two-story Marion Car Rental and Park structure, which occupies nearly a quarter of a
block, was built on the site of the historic three-story Holman Building, constructed in the mid-1850s. The
Holman Building is best remembered today as the meeting place of the Oregon State Legislature from 1857 to
1876 and also as the object of one of the first organized public efforts to preserve an historic building in
downtown Salem.' In 1946 the property immediately to the north was used for auto repairs.” In late 1949,
property owners Hawkins and Roberts announced their intention to tear down the Holman Building to make
way for a filling station and parking lot. In response, Oregon State Archivist and champion of historic
preservation, David Duniway led a local group that attempted to persuade the property owners to retain the
building and convert it into a civic auditorium and museum.’ Duniway and his group, although unsuccessful
in meeting their stated purpose, received local publicity for their effort, thus raising the awareness of Salem
citizens about their history and material evidences of it.

157 Commercial Street, SE
Classification: Non-Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: N/A
Current Name: Webers Bar
Year of Construction: 1993
Legal Description: 073W27BA00400; Salem Addition, front of Lot 3 in Block 47
Owner(s): Wilton Wallace, et al
POB 4143
Salem, Oregon 97302-8143

Description: This is a one-story, reinforced concrete, commercial building. The twenty-two-foot-wide primary
facade is concrete cast stone. The storefront consists of aluminum sash with storefront windows. It has a
metal canopy.

147 Commercial Street, SE
Classification: Non-Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: N/A
Current Name: Scott’s Cycling & Fitness
Year of Construction: 1993
Legal Description: 073W27BA00300; Salem Addition, front Lot 2, Block 47 D92-5
Ownerf(s): Lewis, Larry E & Nancy
4265 Munkers Street SE
Salem, Oregon 97301

! Harry Stein, A Pictorial History of the Willamette Valley, Salem: Statesmen Journal, 1997; and historic photograph of Holman
Building, c. 1905, Marion County Historical Society (#MCHS 87-2-2), Salem, Oregon.

2 Robert Gormsen, Salem, 1946-1986, Salem: Gormsen, 1989, block 47; “Salem, Oregon,” New York, Sanborn Map Company,
1884, 1888, 1890, 1895, corrected to 1914, and 1926.

3 Ben Maxwell, “Duniway Seeks to Preserve Historical Salem Building,” Capital Joumal, December 7, 1949.
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Description: This is a single-story commercial building. The main facade (east elevation) has a standing
seam metal shed awning. Large display windows are installed on the ground floor.

129 Commercial Street, SE
Classification: Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: Unknown
Current Name: Anderson’s Sporting Goods
Year of Construction: 1940
Legal Description: 073W27BA00200; Salem Addition, front Lot 2, Block 47
Owner(s): Anderson Sporting Goods
241 Liberty Street, NE
Salem, Oregon 97308

Description: This is a single-story, twenty-two-foot-wide commercial building, built in 1940. Modifications
made after 1950 include the addition of a diagonal wood siding on the facade. It has a recessed entryway and
large display windows, with a metal canopy which appears to date from the original construction (c.1940).
The storefront sash and door opening with transom also appear to date from the 1940s. Removal of the
diagonal wood siding could reveal historic features. Due to the fact that the majority of the original building
is obscured from view, it does not contribute to the character of the district in its current condition.

109-117 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing (Listed as a Local Landmark)
Historic Name United States National Bank of Salem/Pioneer Trust Bank
Current Name: Pioneer Bank and Trust
Year of Construction: 1909; ¢.1960s ground floor; addition, west side, c.1990s
Legal Description:  T7S/R3W/Sec 22, Salem Add. blk 48, from Lot L4, Tax lot 3800
Owner(s): Pioneer Trust Company,
POB 2305
Salem, Or 97308

Description: This is a five-story Commercial style building situated on the northwest corner of Commercial
and State streets. It is a reinforced concrete building with a white pressed brick front, surfaced in black
granite at the street level, with a storefront entrance at the north end of the building. There are no awnings
or canopies on the building. It has a projecting cornice with large medallion blocks and carved brackets as
well as a torus molding belt course between the fourth and fifth floors. All ornamental work is cast stone.
The windows have been replaced with aluminum, but the fenestration pattern remains on the second through
fifth floors, and consisting of single flat arched openings and stone sills. The west and south side windows
have segmental arched openings and double hung windows, some of wood, most with aluminum sash.

Ground floor alterations are not uncommon for commercial structures. The scale and massing of this
building provides the majority of its historic features so that the first ﬂoor changes do not significantly
diminish its contribution to the character of the district.

A very small one-story brick addition was recently (c.1990s) constructed on the west rear wall of the
bank building and faces State Street. It does not significantly impact the integrity of the building and it
continues to contribute to the historic qualities of the downtown.
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History and Significance: United States National Bank of Salem constructed the building. That bank was
later sold to the U.S. National Bank of Portland. In 1940 the U.S. National Bank of Portland acquired a large
portion of the Ladd and Bush Bank. Ladd and Bush Trust Company survived that acquisition as an
independent entity and moved into the subject building and changed its name to the Pioneer Trust Company.

Building occupants included Carson & Carson (lawyers); John H. Allan and Wallace P. Rhoten (both
lawyers); William Tringle, the Salem city attorney in 1932; Roy C. Houck (a road contractor) in 1938; Dr.
Garnjobst; and Senator Charles McNary in 1942.

This is the first steel and concrete fire-resistant building in Salem and included all the latest banking
conveniences, including safety deposit boxes. There were counters of Italian marble, mahogany and grill work
throughout. The building included large offices, meeting rooms, and “rest” rooms complete with all
accessories. “In constructing this splendid building the stockholders of the United States National Bank have
given expression of their confidence in the solidity of Salem and their faith in the unparalleled resources and
bright future of the Willamette valley and have demonstrated the fact that their funds thus invested will give
larger returns than can be had in outside markets.” (January 1, 1910, Oregon Statesman)

110 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Watkins-Dearborn Building
Current Name(s): Unknown
Year of Construction: ¢.1870/1920s/1940s
Legal Description: 073W27AB07900/7800; Salem Addition, from Lot 5, Block 33 (One of two buildings on this
combined tax lot)
Ownerf(s): Economy Dental Supply Company (See Also 315-333 State Street-same property owners)
c/o Helen Spivak
1912 NE 27t
Portland, OR 97212

Description: This Italianate-style, two-story, unreinforced brick masonry building, incorporates a stepped
parapet, corbelled brick cornice, three round arched windows on the second level. It is likely that this
building was incorporated with the Durbin Building to the south when it was remodeled in the 1920s. The
storefront appears to date from the 1940s, and incorporates black and white tile in the bulkhead. There is a
recessed entrance and a standing-seam metal awning from above the first floor storefront over the sidewalk.

This building continues to display its overall historic appearance, primarily on the second level.
Although changes have occurred to the storefront, the building retains sufficient historic integrity to be
considered a contributing building in the downtown district.

History and Significance: R.H. Dearborn purchased this property from W.H. Watkins in 1875. Richard H.
Dearborn was a harness maker. A harness-making shop occupied the northern-most Watkins-Dearborn
Building through ¢.1910. In 1912 this building housed the Holland Bakery, owned and operated by J.P,
Feilen.

In 1931 this building was the location of the Real Estate and General Insurance offices of Edward
Rostein and Samuel Adolph, both prominent Salem businessmen. Rostein’s office was in the building until
1963, when he retired. Rostein was also the chairman of Salem’s first water commission, which was
responsible for the present system. Adolph was the son of one of Salem’s first brewery owners.
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120 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: Unknown
Current Name(s): Alessandro’s Restaurant
Year of Construction: ¢.1870; 1990
Legal Description: 073W27AB08000; Salem Addition, from Lots 5, 6 & 7, Block 33
Owner(s): Fasani, LLC
120 Commercial Street, NE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: This is a two-story commercial building. The date of construction may have been as early as
c.1870. The Sanborn maps show that Durbin’s Livery was at this location in 1884; Minto & Lowe Livery in
1888; a hardware and stove shop in 1890; YMCA Rooms in 1895; and an electric painting company and photo
shop in 1926. Substantial changes have occurred to the building and the latest remodeling appears to have
occurred in the 1990s. The current facade has brick veneer on the first one-and-one-half stories and is
stucco-covered above. Windows are arched and fixed. The building does not contribute to the character of
the district in its current condition.

125 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Non-Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: McCully’s
Current Name(s): None
Year of Construction: c.1870, 1948, 1970s
Legal Description: 073W27AB3600; Salem Addition, from Lots 3 & 4, Block 48
Owner(s): Pioneer Trust Company,
POB 2305
Salem, Or 97308

Description: This twenty-five-by-seventy-nine foot, stucco-covered structure is all that remains where a
¢.1870 building was constructed by the McCully family. The Shafer Leather Goods store occupied the
building in 1948 when it was remodeled extensively so that little architectural evidence of the original
structure remained (Capitol Journal, August 4, 1948). The existing structure consists of a second floor with a
drive through on the ground level, and was referred to as “McCully’s building today: A plain front and a whole
in the wall” in the Statesman, May 1, 1976 article. Pilasters on either side of the drive through entrance
incorporate recessed panels and decorative capitals. Little, if any, of the original structure remains and this
building does not contribute to the historic character of the district. It is considered to be a non-historic non-
contributing structure in the district because it consists of mostly newer construction.
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129 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Capital National Bank Building
Current Name(s): Pioneer Trust
Year of Construction: 1880/ 1892 (historic remodeling); 1950 (first floor remodeling)
Legal Description: 073W27AB3500; Salem Addition, from Lot 3, Block 48
Owner:Pioneer Trust Company
POB 2305
Salem, Or 97308

Description: This Richardsonian Romanesque brick and stone masonry building has rusticated stone on the
upper facade and granite on the ground floor. The facing is Utah red and Tenino gray. It is a twenty-feet-
wide, three-story commercial building with a conical-roofed turreted stair tower with a copper roof. Originally
built in 1880, the facade was remodeled in 1892 to its rusticated stone appearance. The ground floor was
remodeled in 1950 by James L. Payne, Salem architect. Placing the modern front onto the building required
holding up the stone top stories, consisting of over 100 tons of stone, with steel beams to allow the
introduction of a large picture window and double doors to provide more light. The use of the red and gray
granite to match the red and gray sandstone of the historic building. It appears that the windows and door
have been replaced on the ground level within the last few years. The interior of the building incorporates a
vaulted and domed ceiling, a balcony at the rear connected by a steel spiral staircase, and originally had
[talian marble wainscoting. The building is a unique example of Richardsonian Romanesque architecture in
Salem contributes to the historic character of the downtown district.

History and Significance: Designed by C. S. McNally, a Canadian who came to Salem in the late 1880s and
designed many other buildings in the city, in association with draftsman W. C. Knighton, this facade is
reportedly a copy of Philadelphia's First National Bank of the Republic, which was designed by nationally
prominent architect Frank Furness in 1884.* The keystone in the arch over one of the second story windows
bears the facsimile of the beaver dollar, a $10 gold piece minted in 1849 when Oregon was a territory. The
builders were Erixson and Luker. The Utah red and Tenino grey sandstone was used through much of the
facade. Two columns of polished Scotch granite support a half-arch doorway, were replaced when the ground
floor of this building, with its columns supporting the stair tower bay and the partial arch, was remodeled in
1950.° James Payne, the architect, attempted to retain the “dignity and architectural beauty of the original
design while at the same time achieving adequate and efficient quarters for the work of the association on the
ground floor.” (Presenting the New Home of First Federal Savings & Loan Ass’n.) Erwin Batterman, the
general contractor, was well known locally for his work in “connection with the Christian church, various
apartment, business and other buildings. (Ibid).

The first major tenant of the building was Capital National Bank, who occupied the building until the
1920s. In 1967 Nancy Gormsen, the granddaughter of Robert S. Wallace, one of the early organizers and
directors of the Capital National Bank, returned to open her business in this building.’

4 Lee H. Nelson, "White, Fumess, McNally and the Capital National Bank of Salem, Oregon," Joumal of the Society of
Architectural Historians, May 1960, p. 57-61

> Salem Landmark Commission, "Salem Inventory of Historic Sites and Structures," typescript, 1983.
6 Oregon Statesman and Capital Joumal, May 8, 1976.
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135 - 147 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing (Listed in the National Register, 1978)
Historic Name: Bush-Breyman Block
Current Name(s): Bush-Breyman Building
Year of Construction: 1889
Legal Description: 073W27AB3400; Salem Addition, Lots from 2 and 3, Block 48
Owner(s): Evan Boise, Trustee
180 Commercial St., NE
Salem, Or 97301

Description: The two-story Queen Anne style Bush-Breyman Block, constructed in 1889, is of unreinforced
brick masonry with a stone foundation, cast iron front, and cast iron interior columns. It one of several
building on Commercial Street designed by Walter D. Pugh and was once a part of a major business block
with half again as much frontage on the street. The remaining section has a facade organized into two wide
store-front bays and a stairway entrance bay offset to the north end. The building measures 53 x 90 feet. A
single-story addition on the rear (north) was built in 1926. The sheet metal false roof originally had an iron
cresting. The bracketed cornice which has a low-relief imbricated pattern remains. The bay containing the
stair to second story offices is crowned with a broken pediment with finial and swag. The pediment over the
round-arched portal of this bay contains the building’s date of construction, 1889. There are three large
stilted flat arched bays on the second level, fitted with double-hung sash with a multi-paneled, stained glass
transom capped with an ornamental keystone. The storefronts were remodeled in 1911, 1926, and 1965, and
a ¢.1930 metal canopy is located over the stairway entrance. The building retains its historic integrity and
contributes to the downtown district.

History and Significance: The Breyman portion of the original Bush-Breyman Block is a contributing
property in this district because of its substantial integrity above the ground-floor display windows and its
association with the commercial development of Salem in the late 1800s.

Asahel Bush bought the southern portion of this property in February 1889; Werner Breyman
purchased the northern portion of it in May of that year.” Bush and Breyman jointly had a building
constructed that year which was roughly twice the size of the present building. Walter D. Pugh, architect of
many buildings in Salem and elsewhere in Oregon, designed the building. Initially, a store selling drugs
occupied the long, narrow shop on the south while a clothing store occupied the shop on the north; there
were offices above. A drug store continued to occupy the southern portion of the building into the mid-1920s.
A clothing store occupied the Breyman part of the building for nearly fifty years. Numerous Salem
professional offices have occupied the second floor, including the law offices of former justice and chief justice
of the Oregon Supreme Court, Benjamin F. Bonham (1871-1876); Charles L. McNary, district attorney for
Marion, Linn, Yamhill, Polk, and Tillamook counties; and future U.S. district judge for Oregon, John McNary.
The Arsnerican Red Cross and the Camp Fire Girls of Marion County also occupied second-floor offices in later
years.

Brothers Werner and Eugene Breyman contributed to the commercial development of several
communities in the Willamette Valley (including Amity, Lafayette, and Portland) as well as Salem’s

7 Marion County, Oregon, deed book, vol. 38, p. 106 and vol. 37, p. 528, Marion County Courthouse, Salem, Oregon.

8 David C. Duniway, “Bush-Breyman Block (Breyman portion), National Register of Historic Places, Inventory—Nomination
Form,” 1978; “Salem, Oregon, 1926,” New York, Sanborn Map Company, 1888, 1890, 1895, updated to 1914, and 1926.
(Some or all Sanborn maps are located at the Salem Public Library and the Oregon State University Library.)



NPS Form 10-900a OMB Approval No. 10024-0018

United States Department of the Interior Salem Downtown Historic District
National Park Service Salem, Marion County

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number: 7 Page: 12

commercial, social, and cultural life during a period of robust growth in the capital city (the 1860s to the
1890s). Natives of Bockenem, Hanover, Germany, Werner and Eugene Breyman immigrated to the United
States (Wisconsin) in 1846 and 1853, respectively. Werner traveled overland in 1850 to Oregon Country from
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Eugene left New Castle, Wisconsin, in 1855 traveling to Oregon by way of the Isthmus
of Panama. In 1856 the two brothers formed a partnership, which undertook numerous business ventures
over the next half century. They operated a general merchandise store in Lafayette, Yamhill County, and also
opened a general merchandise store at a crossroads that became the nucleus of Amity. They brought their
mercantile acumen to Salem in 1863-64, opening a store in the Moore block at the northwest corner of
Commercial and State streets and, in 1874, in the Breyman Brothers, or “White Corner,” building (on the
southeast corner of Commercial and Court streets). Their business was said to be the largest retail and
wholesale general merchandise store in Oregon outside Portland.

The brothers retired from merchandising in 1880, and turned to real estate development and the loan
business. The construction of the Bush-Breyman Block was among their many development ventures. Salem
and Portland architect Walter D. Pugh designed the building for Asahel Bush and the Breyman brothers in
1889. Over the next two decades, Werner and Eugene Breyman owned and developed several properties,
including Midland and Rosedale additions to Salem, and had financial interests in the Sunnyside, Eastland,
and Boise additions in Portland. Additionally, they held stock in several regional banks. Both men were long-
time members of the Masonic fraternity.

The family homes of both Breyman brothers were centers of social life in Salem in the 1800s.’
Descendants of the two Breyman families continued their involvement in Salem’s business community for
over a century and a half. Werner and Isabella Watt Breyman, who were married in the early 1850s, raised
three (of a total of seven) children who lived to mature adulthood: Anna Prael (of Portland), Elva Brown, and
Ada Eldredge (residents of Manila). Eugene and Margaret E. Skaife Breyman raised three daughters: Lena M.
Snedecor (of Birmingham, Alabama), Minnie L. Boise, and Jessie A. McNary.

David and his wife, Essie O. Caplan, owned the northern portion of the Bush-Breyman Block from
1939 to 1941, before selling it to George and Marguerite Will."> David Caplan clerked at J. L. Busick & Sons
grocers (in the same block on North Commercial) in the 1920s before opening his own grocery store, known as
“Caplan’s,” in this building in the early 1930s. During World War II, the couple left the grocery business and
managed apartments (“Cascade Court") on North Cottage Street in Salem for a brief period.'!

The Bush portion of the block was damaged by fire in 1960, and subsequently demolished.
The ground floor of the Breyman portion of the block was remodeled in 1911, 1926, and 1965, but is
otherwise substantially intact. Three windows, with decorative molding and parapet treatment, extended
across the upper floor then as they do today.

155 - 163 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Vacant - Parking
Historic Name: N/A

Current Name:N/A

Year of Construction: none

% Portrait and Biographical Record of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, Chicago: Chapman Publishing Company, 1904, 1304;

Robert Carlton Clark, History of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, Volume Il, Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1927,
515; Capital Joumal, July 2, 1938, sec. 1, p. 5.

19 Marion County deed book, vol. 235, p. 637 and vol. 259, p. 330.

1 2 L. Polk’s Salem City and Marion County Directory, Portland: R.L. Polk & Company, 1921, 1924, 1927-28, 1932, 1935,
1937-38. 1942, 1945, and 1950.
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Legal Description: 073W27AB3300; Salem Addition, Lot from 2, Block 48
Owner(s): Pioneer Trust Company

POB 2305

Salem, Or 97308

162 — 170 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Vacant -- Parking
Historic Name: N/A
Current Name:N/A
Year of Construction: none
Legal Description: 073W27AB8200; Salem Addition, Lot from 7, Block 33
Owner(s): Evan Boise, et al
180 Commercial St., NE
Salem, Or 97301

174 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Breyman Brothers Block
Current Name: Bike Peddler/McEwen Photo
Year of Construction: 1904/1940s/1960s
Legal Description: 073W27AB8200; Salem from Lots 7, Block 33 (See also 188 Commercial, same owner, Lot
8300)
Owner(s): Evan Boise, et al
180 Commercial St., NE
Salem, Or 97301

Description: This two-story building, constructed in 1904, was remodeled in the late 1940s to its current
stucco finished Modern style appearance. The second-floor fenestration of the west elevation has four bays
with each bay containing two large one-over-one, double-hung wood sash windows. The building to the north
was remodeled at the same time to have the same exterior appearance.

The ground-floor facade has an umbrella-type awnings arching out over the sidewalk. The ground
floor storefronts incorporate recessed entrances with tile floors and tile bulkheads (c.1940s), and newer
display windows and transoms that have aluminum sash (c.1960s).

This building retains sufficient historic fabric and design to describe the 1940s. The changes to the
storefront are typical of the area and do not significantly diminish the integrity of the structure. This building
contributes to the historic character of the downtown district.

History and Significance:
This building replaced three buildings from the 1870s and was constructed c.1904 as retail spaces

and offices and to be part of the “Breyman Block”. The so-called “Breyman Block” of brick featured four bays
of paired windows on the second floor with a corbelled cornice and stepped parapet with an upper edge that
was slightly shorter than the adjoining Breyman Brothers block to the north.”?  Retail shops occupied the

12 Oregon Statesman, 3 February 1904, “Breyman” folder, David Duniway Papers, Marion County Historical Society, Salem,
Oregon.
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ground floor with offices on the second floor. Both Breyman buildings remained relatively unchanged until
the late 1940s when the Breyman/Boise family had the exterior of both buildings completely updated and
modernized. All decorative ornamentation was stripped away and replaced with a smooth sleek wall (except
for three indented narrow horizontal bands above the second-floor windows), evocative of the then-popular
International style of architecture. This sudden transformation, which catapulted the buildings into the mid-
twentieth century, unified their appearance. The exterior appearance of both buildings, which has changed
little since mid-century, reflects this waning era of downtown commercial business and of efforts to revive it in
the mid-1900s.

Werner and Eugene Breyman contributed to the commercial development of several communities in
the Willamette Valley, including Amity, Lafayette, Portland, and Salem. Natives of Bockenem, Hanover,
Germany, Werner and Eugene Breyman immigrated to the United States (Wisconsin) in 1846 and 1853,
respectively. Werner traveled overland to Oregon Country from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1850; Eugene
departed Wisconsin, in 1855 by way of the Isthmus of Panama. In 1856 the two brothers formed a
partnership and undertook numerous business ventures over the next hailf century. They operated a general
merchandise store in Lafayette, Oregon, and at a crossroads that became the nucleus of Amity. They brought
their mercantile acumen to Salem in 1863-64, opening a store first in the Moore block at the northwest corner
of Commercial and State streets and, in 1874, in the Breyman Brothers, or “White Corner,” building. Their
business was said to be the largest retail and wholesale general merchandise store in Oregon outside
Portland. The brothers retired from merchandising in 1880 and turned to real estate development and the
loan business. Over the next two decades, Werner and Eugene Breyman owned and developed Midland and
Rosedale additions to Salem, and had financial interests in the Sunnyside, Eastland, and Boise additions in
Portland. Additionally, they held stock in several regional banks. Both men were long-time members of the
Masonilg: fraternity. The family homes of both Breyman brothers were centers of social life in Salem in the
1800s.

Descendants of the two Breyman families continued their involvement in Salem’s business community for
over a century and a half. Werner and Isabella Watt Breyman, who were married in the early 1850s, raised
three (of a total of seven) children who lived to adulthood: Anna Prael (of Portland), Elva Brown, and Ada
Eldredge (resident of Manila). Eugene and Margaret E. Skaife Breyman raised three daughters: Lena M.
Snedecor (of Birmingham, Alabama), Minnie L. Boise, and Jessie A. McNary. Each of the Breyman children
appeared to have acquired 1/6 of an interest in the Breyman brothers’ property at the corner of Commercial
and Court streets. Lucille and Reuben Breyman Boise became intimately associated with the Breyman
brothers' property by the late 1940s. Reuben Breyman Boise was the son of Reuben P. Boise who had been a
newspaperman at the Salem Oregon Statesman and at the Tacoma, Washington, Daily News, as well as being
a Salem realtor and financier. Reuben Breyman Boise was also the grandson of Reuben P. Boise, an 1850
Oregon pioneer, circuit judge, and Chief Justice of the Oregon Supreme Court." In the year 2000, this
property remains under Boise family ownership.

188 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Breyman Brothers Block
Current Name: Maple Tree Florist

13 Portrait and Biographical Record, Clark, History of the Willamette Valley, Vol. li, 515; Capital Joumal, July 2, 1938, sec. 1, p.
5.

14 Clark, History of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, Volume Il, Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1927, 504-505; Capital
Joumal, December 31, 1979, 7A.
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Year of Construction: 1874/1940s/1960s
Legal Description: 073W27AB8200; Salem from Lots 7, Block 33 (See also 174 Commercial, same owner, Lot
8300)
Owner(s): Evan Boise, et al
180 Commercial St., NE
Salem, Or 97301

Description: This two-story building, constructed in 1874 in the Italianate style, was remodeled in the late
1940s, to its current Modern style appearance. The second-floor fenestration of the west elevation has four
bays with each bay containing three large two-over-three, double-hung sash windows. This building and the
building to the south were remodeled to have the same exterior appearance.

The ground-floor facade has an umbrella-type awning arching out over the sidewalk. The ground floor
storefronts incorporate recessed entrances with tile floors and tile bulkheads (c.1940s), and newer display
windows and transoms that have aluminum sash (c.1960s).

This building retains sufficient historic fabric and design to describe the 1940s. The changes to the
storefront are typical of the area and do not significantly diminish the integrity of the structure. This building
contributes to the historic character of the downtown district.

History and Significance: The “Breyman Block” contained retail shops occupied the ground floor with offices
on the second floor. Both Breyman buildings remained relatively unchanged until the late 1940s when the
Breyman/Boise family had the exterior of both buildings completely updated and modernized. All decorative
ornamentation was stripped away and replaced with a smooth sleek wall (except for three indented narrow
horizontal bands above the second-floor windows), evocative of the then-popular International style of
architecture. This sudden transformation, which catapulted the buildings into the mid-twentieth century,
unified their appearance. The exterior appearance of both buildings, which has changed little since mid-
century, reflects this waning era of downtown commercial business and of efforts to revive it in the mid-
1900s.

Werner and Eugene Breyman contributed to the commercial development of several communities in the
Willamette Valley, including Amity, Lafayette, Portland, and Salem. Natives of Bockenem, Hanover, Germany,
Werner and Eugene Breyman immigrated to the United States (Wisconsin) in 1846 and 1853, respectively.
Werner traveled overland to Oregon Country from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1850; Eugene departed
Wisconsin, in 1855 by way of the Isthmus of Panama. In 1856 the two brothers formed a partnership and
undertook numerous business ventures over the next half century. They operated a general merchandise
store in Lafayette, Oregon, and at a crossroads that became the nucleus of Amity. They brought their
mercantile acumen to Salem in 1863-64, opening a store first in the Moore block at the northwest corner of
Commercial and State streets and, in 1874, in the Breyman Brothers, or “White Corner,” building. Their
business was said to be the largest retail and wholesale general merchandise store in Oregon outside
Portland. The brothers retired from merchandising in 1880 and turned to real estate development and the
loan business. Over the next two decades, Werner and Eugene Breyman owned and developed Midland and
Rosedale additions to Salem, and had financial interests in the Sunnyside, Eastland, and Boise additions in
Portland. Additionally, they held stock in several regional banks. Both men were long-time members of the
Masonilcsz fraternity. The family homes of both Breyman brothers were centers of social life in Salem in the
1800s.

15 Portrait and Biographical Record; Clark, History of the Willamette Valley, Vol. Il, 515; Capital Joumal, July 2, 1938, sec. 1, p.
5.
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Descendants of the two Breyman families continued their involvement in Salem’s business community
for over a century and a half. Werner and Isabella Watt Breyman, who were married in the early 1850s,
raised three (of a total of seven) children who lived to adulthood: Anna Prael (of Portland), Elva Brown, and
Ada Eldredge (resident of Manila). Eugene and Margaret E. Skaife Breyman raised three daughters: Lena M.
Snedecor (of Birmingham, Alabama), Minnie L. Boise, and Jessie A. McNary. Each of the Breyman children
appeared to have acquired 1/6 of an interest in the Breyman brothers’ property at the corner of Commercial
and Court streets. Lucille and Reuben Breyman Boise became intimately associated with the Breyman
brothers' property by the late 1940s. Reuben Breyman Boise was the son of Reuben P. Boise who had been a
newspaperman at the Salem Oregon Statesman and at the Tacoma, Washington, Daily News, as well as being
a Salem realtor and financier. Reuben Breyman Boise was also the grandson of Reuben P. Boise, an 1850
Oregon pioneer, circuit judge, and Chief Justice of the Oregon Supreme Court.' In the year 2000, this
property remains under Boise family ownership.

175 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Non-Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: Unknown
Current Name: Adult Shop
Year of Construction: c¢.1890; 1970s
Legal Description: 073W27AB3200; Salem Addition, from Lot 1 & 2, Block 48
Owner(s): Julian H. Burroughs
POB 12865
Salem, Or 97309

Description: This is a small, single-story building which is set back approximately fifty feet from the
sidewalk. The original exterior wall on the south side appears to remain as part of the building, with the
lower portion of this same wall acting as a fence along the southern property line as it extends from the
building corner out to the sidewalk and joins a wood fence that creates an “alley-way” between the parking
lots on either side. This building has lost most of its original fabric and is mostly new construction.
Therefore it is considered to be a non-historic non-contributing building within the historic district.

179 - 197 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing (Listed in National Register of Historic Places, 1981)
Historic Name: Bush and Brey Block and Annex
Current Name(s): The Pointe Restaurant/Bar; Busick Court Restaurant
Year of Construction: 1889 / c. 1918; 1970s
Legal Description: 073W27AB3000, and 3100; Salem Addition, Lot 1, Block 48
Owner(s): C & G Prop, et al
2673 Commercial St., SE
Salem, Or 97302

Description: This unreinforced brick masonry block, constructed in 1889, with additions in the late 1890s
and early 1900s, displays characteristics of the Italianate style, designed by Walter D. Pugh, architect. Itis

16 Clark, History of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, Volume I, Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1927, 504-505; Capital
Joumal, December 31, 1979, 7A.
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on the southwest corner of Commercial and Court streets. The building retains its ornament, which display
windows and recessed entrances on the ground level. The second-story fenestration includes one-over-one,
double-hung windows with flat brick arches above. The second-story windows in the northerly portion are
grouped in pairs; those in the southern portion are arranged as three separate bays of equal width. The
second-story bay over the ground-floor stairway entrance is a narrow bay accented by pilasters. Pilasters are
also used at the corners of the building. The ground-floor facade has cast iron and galvanized sheet metal
elements used as corner piers, as belt cornices and to create a central pediment and elliptical-arched portal.
The upper wall contains a belt cornice below the transom line and an elaborate entablature and a patterned,
sloped parapet with pediments over the central bays of the facade.

The original Bush and Brey block was a 72 x 90 foot building divided by a central stairway. As early
as 1895 the rear addition had been extended another 40 feet to form a two-story wing measuring
approximately 35 x 60 feet overall. By 1926, the addition filled the lot to the alley.

Another three-bay section was added to the south side of the block sometime after 1915. It was also
designed by Walter Pugh, who used the same materials and stylistic treatment to match the existing building.
This building has undergone some changes over the years, including the replacement of the bulkheads and
storefront windows and transoms, with anodized aluminum sash. However, the decorative features of the
building and the remaining historic materials are sufficient to display the historic character of the period and
it contributes to the qualities of the downtown district.

The ground floor of the rear wing was occupied by J.L. Busick and Sons, Grocers, during 1924-1970.
In 1971-72 the owners adapted the ground floor for restaurant use and leased the upstairs for office use. The
ground story alterations included the loss of parapet cresting and flues. A section between the addition and
the original building was constructed of wood and removed, at which time the space was bridged by a second
story skywalk and railing framed by an archway. The ground story street facade of the addition, already
remodeled in the period following its adaptation as a grocery store in 1924, were filled in by used brick in
round-arched openings. In the two-story brick rear addition, openings are round-arched in the ground story,
with new glazing and sash. Second story openings are segmental arched with central mullion and transoms.
The upper wall contains a simple corbeled dentil band.

The building appears as two structures due to the changes to the rear addition or annex. They were
built as one structure and continue to be under the same ownership, and included as one resource in the
nomination form for the National Register of Historic Places. Therefore, this building is being considered one
resource for the purposes of the district nomination.

History and Significance: The original block was designed by architect Walter D. Pugh and built for Salem
businessmen Asahel Bush and Mortiz Brey. Pugh also designed the Thomas Kay Woolen Mill (1896), a
National Register property, and the Richardsonian Romanesque City Hall of 1897."7 In 1889 Pugh also
designed the Bush-Breyman Block, a nearly identical commercial building near the south end of the same
block. The cast iron used on the block's facade was manufactured by the Salem Iron Works (an employer of
twenty-seven persons in 1889); the bricks were produced by the George Collins brickyard, which produced
over 550,000 bricks that were used in Salem's renewal of 1889."

Asahel Bush (1824-1913), president of the Ladd and Bush Bank, moved to Oregon from
Massachusetts in 1850 by way of Cape Horn. He founded the Oregon Statesman, a local Salem newspaper
that continues to be published, and he organized the local Democratic Party.

17" 1bid.
8 1pid.
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Mortiz Brey (1815-1894) was a cabinetmaker. He immigrated to the United States in 1934, moved to
Astoria, Oregon, in 1851, and to Salem the following year. His son, A.C. Brey, was the bookkeeper at the
Ladd and Bush Bank. Mortize Brey was injured during construction and was replaced by W.F. Boothby who
continued as contractor. One worker died during construction.

The history of the building's use is informative: There has always been some retail clothing store there:
Dalrymple's, Krausse, McVoy, The Chicago Store, Oregon Shoe Co., Gale & Co., The Army & Outing Store,
and Les Newman's. Les Newman's has occupied the Bush and Brey Block since 1934. From 1917 until
1934, Buren's Furniture and Luggage Store occupied the southern-most portion of the block. J. L. Busick &
Sons operated a grocery store at the location from 1924 until 1970. Upstairs businesses included several
printers, hemstitchers and dressmakers as well as three savings and loan companies, a dentist, a lawyer, the
Salvation Army (1935-1942), the Knights of Columbus (1947-1949), and the Order of the Moose (1953-1955).

The first tenant of the Bush and Brey Block was Myra Sperry, a photographer. Bryon Randall used
Sperry's studio in the 1930s. Randall subsequently acquired great notoriety as a California artist. Sperry
sold her business to Cherington and then to Tom Cronise who also used the studio. The accumulated
photographs of these three photographers comprise a collection of the Oregon Historical Society. In the 1940s
the Salem Art Association used part of the upstairs as classrooms for a Creative Art Group.

The Bush and Brey Block and the Annex are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. They
were added to the National Register in 1981.

201 - 211 Commercial NE
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Anderson Building
Current Name(s): Nopp’s Jewelry & Art/Antique Village
Year of Construction: ¢.1900
Legal Description: 073W22DC08900 and 9000. Salem Addition, from Lot 4, Block 49
Owner(s): Mark Gehlar, Trustee
774 Cascade Drive, NW
POB 5245
Salem, Oregon 97304

Description: This is a two-story Commercial style building at the corner of Commercial and Court streets.
Originally this site was a part of the Starkey McCulley Block (see 223-233 Commercial St NE), and it appears
that the existing building was constructed ¢.1900. The east-facing facade presents a two-bay ground floor
and a four-bay second story. Second-story tripartite windows retain the wood mullions between a center fixed
panel flanked by single hung windows with aluminum sash. The ground-floor facade has large aluminum-
framed plate glass windows and aluminum-framed double-hung, swinging glass doors. The entrance to the
corner store has been remodeled with brick veneer and an angled storefront. The storefront windows along
the south elevation consist of large windows with thin bands of tile at the bottom and tile covered columns
between the glass, and appears to date from the 1960s. A standing seam metal awning is on the south
elevation covering a series of shops that face Court Street.

The primary decorative features of the building include a wide cornice, an ornamental concrete band
below the second floor windows, and a parapet. Although changes to the storefronts have altered the first
floor appearance, the building retains a majority of its historic fabric and it contributes to the character of the
downtown district.
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History and Significance: The Anderson Building contributes to the sense of historic past in the Salem
commercial district because the building’s second-story fenestration and exterior sheathing are little changed
since the turn of the century and because of its association with prominent early Salem businessman,
William R. Anderson. William R. Anderson bought this lot on the northwest corner of Commercial and Court
streets in 1867."” In the 1880s, a two-story building divided into two shops fronting on Commercial Street,
and known as “McCully’s Block,” stood on this site. By the late 1880s, the Sanborn Company fire insurance
map of Salem indicates the building had been renamed the “Starkey Block.” Except for a one-story rear
addition on the northern portion of the building added in the early 1890s, and a one-story addition on the
rear (west) wall of the Court Street section portion, it appears that the main two-story Commercial Street
portion of this building may date from the 1870s or early 1880s and not 1898, as the Marion County
Assessor’s Office has recorded. The building may have undergone substantial modernization of the exterior
facade in the late 1890s, however.

In 1873 the Salem business directory listed Anderson as being in the business of renting “drays and
hacks,” and horses for hire.”’ William E. Anderson, born in Salem around 1885, owned and operated a
sporting goods store for many years, Anderson’s, on the west side of Commercial Street next to the turreted
Capital National Bank Building (Globe Travel in the late 1900s).

Max H. Gehlar and his wife, Martha Schnuelle Gehlar, bought this property in 1958. Their children,
Mark and Mack G. Gehlar, eventually acquired the property in the 1960s.*

216 - 220 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: England Block
Current Name(s): Dave Wilson Jeweler/Mr. Mystics
Year of Construction: c¢.1877; c.1940s; c.1980s
Legal Description: 073W22DC08100, Salem Addition, from Lot 5, Block 32
Owner(s): Kenneth Dalke, et at
POB 5170
Salem, Oregon 97304

Description: This is a red brick-faced two-story commercial building having design elements of the
Modernistic style. The ground floor has three bays. The southernmost and middle bays provide access to two
separate retail businesses; the third, northernmost bay provides access to a stairway leading to the second
floor. The second story has four sets of windows of steel casement windows that appear to date from the
¢.1940 renovation (this is the only portion of the building that currently displays historic features).

The storefront consists of anodized aluminum display windows with newer brick “bulkheads” and
recessed entryways, appears to date from the 1980s, and does not contribute to the historic character of the
building. No transoms are visible. The umbrella-shaped awnings are not compatible with the historic
character of the district. The number of changes to this building over the years have significantly altered its
appearance and it does not contributed to the district in its current condition.

19 Marion County deed book, vol. 9, pg. 107.

0 “Salem, Oregon,” New York: Sanborn Company, 1884, 1888, 1890, 1895, updated to 1914, 1926.

21 John Mortimer Murphy, compiler, Oregon Business Directory and State Gazetteer, Portland, Oreg.: S.J. McCormick,
Publisher, 1873, 273.

22 Marion County deeds, vol. 571, p. 174 and vol. 733, p. 643; History of the Bench and Bar of Oregon, Portland, Oreg.:
Historical Publishing Company, 1910, 138; Statesman-Joumal, March 24, 1981, B2.
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History and Significance: The England Block, probably built around 1877 and remodeled after World War II,
conveys a sense of evolving commercial development in Salem’s historic district. The building has retained
much of its second-floor exterior physical integrity since the late 1940s. The property is associated with one
of Salem’s early wagon makers, William England, as well as other leading Salem business people, including
R.M. Wade and the Fitts family (William S. and Lulu Fitts and Ira and Ruth Fitts).

William England purchased this site in the 1860s; mortgages taken out against the property in 1877
suggest that the existing building may have been constructed that year. The “England Block,” which included
an additional adjoining building to the north, appears on the 1884 Sanborn fire insurance company map of
Salem, Oregon. This building also appears in an 1886 photograph of Commercial Street. At that time and for
the next seventy years, the southern two-thirds of the two-story brick England Block (comprising the present
building) featured two store fronts, each with three sash windows with semi-elliptical heads and low relief
ornamentation above. Typical of most Italianate style buildings, the England Block featured a projecting roof
cornice with decorative brackets below, and an ornate plaque with finial raised above the roofline parapet.
(This ornamentation was later removed.)”

Very little is presently known about William England. He arrived in Salem early in the town’s commercial
development, and owned the parcel on which this block stands from the 1860s to the mid-1880s. In an 1873
city directory, he is listed as a wagon maker. In the 1880s the building on this lot was used for a “carriage
repository”; in the 1890s two shops occupied the building, a sewing machine shop and a bicycle shop. R. M.
Wade bought this building from England in the mid-1880s.

Robert M. Wade, overland immigrant to Oregon in 1850, founded R. M. Wade & Company in Salem in 1865.
“Wades,” as it was generally known, sold agricultural and household equipment from the two-story brick
structure (constructed in 1869) at the corner of Commercial and Court streets, adjoining the England Block.
The Wade & Company eventually specialized in farm equipment, carrying all the latest iron tools and
equipment manufactured in the 1870s and 1880s and, eventually, tractors. The company also pioneered the
use of sprinkler irrigation equipment known as “Wade Rain.”" By the early 1890s, when R.M. Wade
established the company headquarters in Portland, Wades distributed its goods throughout the Willamette
Valley and the Pacific Northwest. In 1902 the Salem branch of the business became “Wade-Pearce &
Company.”*

W.S. Fitts apparently acquired this building in the mid-1920s. Born in Alabama in 1868, W.S. Fitts
came west in 1891, first to Walla Walla, Washington, then to Salem, where he farmed. In 1901 he opened a
fish market in the 400 block of Court Street. Over the years, he and his son, Ira J. Fitts, built up the leading
fish and poultry market in Salem. W.S. Fitts also invested in the Newport Ice and Fish Company, and the
Hotel Marion in Salem (once on the southeast corner of Commercial and Trade streets). W.S. and Lulu Elliot
Fitts parented three children: Clifford W., Inez G., and Ira J. Ira J., with his second wife, Ruth Staples Fitts,
operated the Fitts fish and poultry market until they retired in 1952, and moved to Rancho Mirage, California.

z “Salem, Oregon,” New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1884, 1888, 1890, 1895; historic photographs of Commercial Street
from Al Jones Collection, Salem, Oregon and the Marion County Historical Society, Salem, Oregon; Murphy, Oregon Business
Directory and Gazetteer

24 Marion County, deed book, vol. 59, p. 431 and vol. 92, p. 293; Sybil Westenhouse, “Wade-Pearce and Company,” Historic
Marion, Winter 1999, 4; Lillie L. Madsen, “Wade Company Has Grown With Farming in Valley for 100 Years,” Oregon
Statesman, 1 April 1965, sec. 4, p. 37.
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The Fitts couple owned this property until the late 1970s, when Ruth Fitts's heirs, Franklin and D.K.
Fredericks, acquired it.?

223 - 233 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing (Listed in National Register of Historic Places, 1979)
Historic Name: Starkey-McCully Building
Current Name(s): Earle’s Antiques/Gallagher Fitness
Year of Construction: c. 1867/1868
Legal Description: 073W22DC08700and 8800, Salem Addition, from Lots 3 & 4, Block 49
Owner(s): 223 Commercial: Marilyn S. Fletcher

c/o Carlton Warren, Trustee

850 NE 122rd Avenue

Portland, Oregon 97230

233 Commercial: Michael D. and Angela J. Jones
2802 SE Morland Lane
Portland, Or 97202

Description: This two-story brick unreinforced masonry building, built in 1867, originally extended 120 feet
along the west side of Commercial Street. Only the northern 70 feet of the block remains. This Italianate
style block is comprised of two commercial two-story, stucco-faced brick buildings. They are the surviving
northern-most two stories of a five-story business block. The cast-iron decoration on the facade is believed to
be the oldest of its kind in Oregon which remains in situ.

The northern-most portion of the primary facade is brick. The second floor has four window bays
capped by cornices with scrolled brackets. Restoration of architectural features occurred in the mid-1990s as
the upper floor was renovated for residential use. The storefront consists of display windows with wood sash,
and an entrance that is flush with the windows and protected by a canvas awning.

Second-story openings on the southern portion (six bays) have been filled with decorator panels; a
newer wooden cornice has been added to the parapet. The storefront windows have aluminum sash and wood
(vertical siding) “bulkheads.” This portion of the building does not currently display much of its historic
fabric. More recently a two-story concrete block addition has enlarged the rear of the southern portion.

The Starkey-McCully Building is listed in the National Register of Historic Places (1979) and is
considered a contributing structure in the historic district.

History and Significance: The history of both the building and its owners are equally interesting. David
McCully was born in New Brunswick in 1814. His family immigrated to Ohio in 1822. In 1844 he moved to
Iowa, and in 1848 opened a general merchandise store with his brother, Asa McCully. Later the brothers sold
their store and went to California with Amos Starkey, John L. Starkey and Sam Starkey in search of gold.
They returned to lowa with $5,000 each. Asa McCully and John L. Starkey formed a partnership and moved
to Oregon in 1852.

In 1858 McCully and John Starkey opened a general store at the corner of State and Commercial
streets (the present location of Ladd and Bush Bank). In 1867 McCully and Starkey erected a new building at
233 Commercial Street, and opened a second store.

% Marion County, deed book, vol. 308, p. 27 and vol. 298, p. 788, and vol. 112, p. 960; Charles Henry Carey, History of Oregon,
Vol. il, Chicago: Pioneer Historical Publishing Company, 1922, 83-84; “Ira and Ruth Fitts,” Oregon Statesman, 9 February
1985; “Ruth Staples Fitts,” Oregon Statesman, 13 July 1988, 2B.
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Occupancy history can only be traced in detail in the Salem City Directory after street numbers were
first adopted in 1886. However, glimpses of the building's use before that year are possible. Nicklin and
Company operated a general store selling groceries, dress goods and hardware, and a Mrs. Snyder operated a
millinery shop. By 1894 there were two grocery stores in the southern portion of the building. In the
northern portion of the building E.S. Lamport had a harness shop, Charles G. Giver repaired boots and shoes,
and Charles W. Hellenbrand operated a restaurant. Lamport continued his harness business at that location
until his death in 1912. Later occupants included Watt Shipp & Co (sporting goods, 1913-1915);
Quackenbush Auto Supplies (1921); F.W. Pettyjohn & Co (automobiles, 1924); the Nash Furniture Company
(1928-45); Coast-to-Coast Stores (hardware, 1947-48); and Valley Furniture Business (1951-56).

236 Commercial Street, NE
Category: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: England-Wade Building
Current Name(s): Fathertime Clocks
Year of Construction: c. 1887/1889/1950
Legal Description: 73W22DC08200, Salem Addition, from Lot 6, Block 32
Owner(s) Richard and Ruby Don
236 Commercial Street, NE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: This two-story stucco-faced brick commercial building has a fifty-foot street frontage. The
second-floor facade of this building, remodeled with Modern style features, has two groups of windows each
comprised of four multi-light sash steel windows. A fifteen-foot-wide panel accented by fluting of the wall
surface separates the two groups or sets of windows.

The ground-floor facade is composed of large aluminum-framed display windows. The double entry
doors are aluminum framed and recessed approximately four feet from the main facade. This storefront
appears to date from the c.1950 remodel and is a contributing feature of this building. A horizontal, wood-
and-metal canopy supported by six steel bars running from the canopy diagonally up and affixed to the
second-story facade protects the front sidewalk and is a contributing feature of the building. Five large,
single-light transom windows have been covered.

This building retains its c.1950 appearance which unified the structure into one building and is
considered to be a contributing resource in the district.

History and Significance: The England-Wade Building is composed of two buildings, each constructed at a
different time in the late 1800s, but remodeled as one unit around 1950. The southern portion of the
building is part of the old England Block, probably built about 1877 and extending two storefronts to the
south. Property owner R.M. Wade built the northern portion around 1889. It replaced a one-story building
that stood on this site. The joined buildings, remodeled around 1950, convey a strong sense of the evolving
history of Salem’s commercial development from the late 1860s to the early 1950s. It has retained much of
its second-floor integrity and its associations with two early Salem merchants.

The England Block, which included three shop spaces (216-236 Commercial in 2000) is associated
with William England, one of Salem’s early wagon makers and with R.M. Wade, a hardware and farm
implement businessman. William England purchased this building site in the 1860s; the northern, two-story
section of the block may have been built in the mid-1870s. The “England Block” appears on the 1884
Sanborn fire insurance company map of Salem, Oregon. This building also appears in an 1886 photograph of
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Commercial Street. In the 1880s this portion of the present building featured four double-hung sash
windows on the second floor. Throughout most of the 1880s, a one-story building (now the northern part of
this structure) stood adjoining the England Block. Between 1888 and 1890, this building was replaced with a
two-story structure, with three double-hung sash windows on the second floor. Typical of most Italianate
style buildings in the 1870s to the 1890s, the England-Wade Building featured a projecting roof cornice with
decorative brackets below.?

R.M. Wade apparently had acquired both sections of the England-Wade Building by the mid-1870s.
The building thereafter became intimately associated with the Wade & Company (later Wade-Pearce &
Company) hardware business in Salem, whose primary retail store stood on nearby property at the northeast
corner of Commercial and Court streets. The property at 236 Commercial Street remained in the Wade and
Pearce families until the early 1960s. One hundred years earlier Robert M. Wade, an 1850 overland
immigrant to Oregon, founded R. M. Wade & Company in Salem.

George A. Pearce began clerking in the Wade store in 1871; he became president and treasurer of the
firm when it was incorporated in 1885. “Wades,” as it was familiarly known, sold agricultural and household
equipment from their two-story brick structure (constructed in 1869) at the northeast corner of Commercial
and Court streets. The nearby England-Wade Building housed agricultural implements (northern portion) in
the mid-1880s and seeds and carriages (southern and northern portions, respectively) in the late 1880s and
early 1890s. Wades eventually specialized in farm equipment, carrying all the latest iron tools and equipment
manufactured in the 1870s and 1880s and, eventually, tractors. The company also pioneered the use of
sprinkler irrigation equipment (known as “Wade Rain”). By the early 1890s, when R.M. Wade established the
company headquarters in Portland, Wades distributed its goods throughout the Willamette Valley and the
Pacific Northwest. In 1902 the Salem branch of the business became “Wade-Pearce & Company.” Helen and
Dorothy Pearce, daughters of George A. Pearce, acquired the England-Wade Building in 1918 (along with the
corner Wade & Pearce building) from Wade & Pearce Company.”’ From 1915 to 1929, R.M. Wade’s son-in-
law, Edward Newbegin, presided over the company, followed by his son, Wade Newbegin.”® The complete
remodeling of the England-Wade Building’s main facade and, possibly, the construction of a large rear
addition took place around 1951 during the ownership of Dorothy and Helen Pearce. Dorothy Pearce sold the
building in 1960.

Both Dorothy and Helen Pearce were born in the family home at 267 North Winter Street in
Salem, Oregon. Both sisters graduated from Willamette University in the early 1900s. Dorothy, a musician,
then attended the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston and also studied music in New York. For
many years, Dorothy Pearce maintained a music studio in Salem, taught music, and belonged to several local
and national music clubs and associations. Prior to her death in 1966, she served as an officer in the Salem
district of the Oregon Music Teachers Association.” Her sister Helen Pearce, a student of English, became the
first women graduate of Willamette University (in 1915) to receive her Ph.D. (in 1930 from the University of
California, Berkeley, after receiving her master’s degree from Radcliffe College in 1926). Helen Pearce taught
English at Willamette University from 1920 to 1955. She was a scholar on the subject of Alfred Lord
Tennyson. Later in her career, she chaired the English Department at Willamette. She also became an

% “Salem, Oregon,” New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1884, 1888, 1890, 1895; historic photographs of Commercial Street
from Al Jones Collection, Salem, Oregon and the Marion County Historical Society, Salem, Oregon; Murphy, Oregon Business
Directory and Gazetteer, 274

%7 Marion County, deed book, vol. 146, p. 249.

s Westenhouse, “Wade-Pearce and Company,” 4; Madsen, “Wade Company Has Grown With Farming in Valley for 100
Years,” sec. 4, p. 37.

29 «Death Claims Music Teacher,” Capital Joumal, February 22, 1966, sec. 1, p. 3.
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authority on local Salem and Oregon history; she co-edited the first ten volumes of “Marion County History.”
Helen Pearce distinguished herself as the first Oregon woman to preside over Zonta International (from 1938-
1940). She was a charter member of the Salem branch of the American Association of University Women.
Helen Pearce passed away in 1978.*° The Pearce family estate retained ownership of the Pearce Building
property into the late 1900s.

240 - 254 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing (Listed as Local Landmark])
Historic Name: South Eldridge Block/Greenbaum Building
Current Name(s): Quilted Forest
Legal Description: 073W22DC08300, Salem Addition, from Lot 6, Block 32.
Year of Construction: 1889
Owner(s): Irene Depenbrock
240 Commercial Street, NE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: This is a two-story stucco-covered, unreinforced brick building in the [talianate style,
most likely designed by Wilbur F. Boothby. It has cast-iron ornamentation on its primary facade. This seven-
bay building was originally the southern part of a twenty-three-bay building known as the South Eldridge
Block. Most of the ornate decorative features, which serve to define its [talianate character, remain.

The predominate architectural accent of the building is the pedimented entrance that
continues from the ground-floor upward to become the tower base. The cornice is canted with brackets,
terminating at a bas-relief parapet that is bisected by the tower base (the tower was removed at an unknown
date). Between the brackets are twelve one-foot-high sunburst or fan decorative details across the entire
width of the facade. The year 1889 appears in twelve-inch-high relief numerals on the tower base.

Each of the seven second-story one-over-one, double-hung sash windows is ornately accented.
Each has a transom window and above each transom window in bas-relief trim that extends across the top of
the transom window and continues halfway down the side of the primary window to terminate in a decorative
bracket with acanthus and ball trim. Decorative pilasters flank the windows and are on either side of the
central bay and at the building’s edges.

The storefront appears to date from c.1930s-40s. Glass windows, some with steel mullions
and others connected through the beveling of the glass, rest on tile bulkheads, line the recessed entryways
that have scored concrete floors, and contribute to the historic character of the building, as does the metal
canopy that appears to be from the same period. The transoms have been painted over. The building retains
its historic integrity and contributes to the character of the downtown district.

History and Significance: The South Eldridge Block, erected in 1889, conveys a sense of historical
evolution that characterizes Salem’s commercial district. This building is the southern-most seven-bay
section of a twenty-three-bay building that extended to the end of the block. It has retained architectural
integrity of design, window fenestration, and decorative ornamentation on the second floor, and it is
associated with local noteworthy architect Wilbur F. Boothby and Salem’s Rostein and Greenbaum families,
long-time Salem merchants.

30 “Retired WU professor Helen Pearce Dies,” Capital Joumal, November 13, 1978, 3C.
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Wilbur F. Boothby, a native of Maine born in 1840, was educated at Fulton College in New
York, and arrived in Salem, Oregon, in 1864. He bought this property in 1890 from R.M. Wade, a Salem and
Portland hardware and agricultural implement merchant. By that time, Boothby had operated a sash and
door factory in Salem for many years as well as being a contractor and architect. Boothby also served as first
president of the Salem waterworks. In 1872 he built the elaborate Italianate style Marion County Courthouse
in Salem (now gone). He also planned and built the state mental institution and contributed to the erection of
most public buildings in the state capital.

It is most likely that Boothby designed and built the entire Eldridge Block, including the
remaining portion at 240 Commercial Street. The South Eldridge Block is one of several (both residential and
commercial) properties owned by W.F. Boothby. With his wife Rebecca A. Dalgleish Boothby, W.F. Boothby
parented six children, two of whom (Charles G. and Veva McCourt) lived to adulthood. Following W.F.
Boothby’s death in the mid-1910s, his children owned the building until 1917.%

In 1919 the local merchants partnership of Rostein and Greenbaum bought the Eldridge Block.
This building had housed Greenbaum's, a department store since 1900, possibly even 1898. It then became
Rostein & Greenbaum's in 1903 when Ed Rostein bought into the business.

About a decade after Rostein & Greenbaum became a partnership, Isadore Greenbaum's son,
Adolph Greenbaum, joined the family retail business, after attending the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis.
At this time, Ed Rostein left the business and joined his brother-in-law, Sam Adolph, in opening an insurance
and real estate company, Rostein & Adloph Insurance Company. Edward Rostein continued in this venture
into his seventies. By then, after sixty years of conducting business in Salem, he had gained the sobriquet of
"Dean of Commercial Street."

Isadore Greenbaum died in 1930. Adolph and his wife, Mildred Brunk, ran the store briefly
until she died in the late 1920s. Adolph Greenbaum continued on, changing the department store to a fabric
shop, probably between 1943 and 1948. The business became known as "Greenbaum's Fine Fabrics."*

In 1943, Adolph Greenbaum and Ed Rostein sold this building to Roy Lockenour. Adolph
rented space from Lockenour with the understanding that Adolph would have the first chance to buy the
building if Lockenour decided to sell it. Adolph died in 1960 while on a hiking trip in Olympic National Park
in Washington. His sister, Irene Depenbrock, then took over Greenbaum's Fine Fabrics. Irene's husband,
Albert Depenbrock, eventually joined his wife in the Greenbaum business.

A few years later, Roy Lockenour told Albert Depenbrock that Lipman's department store
wanted to buy the building and that they had agreed on a price, but he was honoring his earlier agreement
with the deceased Adolph Greebaum and offered it to the Depenbrocks first. Albert took his time before
telling Irene about this, not realizing that Lipman's intended to replace the building with an enlarged parking
lot. After hearing this, Irene Depenbrock immediately went to the bank and successfully obtained financing.
She then called Roy Lockenour, who was in a meeting with Lipman's. On December 9, 1966, he sold the
building to Albert and Irene Depenbrock, thus preserving it for their future use.

The Depenbrocks' daughter, Sylvia, and her husband, Bill Dorney, bought the business on
January 1, 1978. Bill and Sylvia worked together at Greenbuam's Fine Fabrics until 1985 when Bill left to
become director of the Salem Downtown Association. Sylvia specialized the shop's merchandise further,
changing the fabric store into a quilting fabric shop in 1988, known as "Greenbaum's Quilted Forest." Bill

31 Marion County, deed book, vol. 41, p. 438; “Sanborn, Oregon,” New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1884, 1888, 1890, 1895;
Joseph Gaston, Centennial History of Oregon, Vol. IV, Chicago; S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1912, 1059-1060.

2 Marion County, deed book, vol. 151, p. 323; “60 Years on Job, Rostein Shuns Retirement,” Capitol Joumal, August 7, 1963,
1; “Salem Merchant Greenbaum Dies,” Oregon Statesman, August 6, 1960, 1; “Mrs. Eva M. Greenbaum,” Capitol Joumal, 5
February 1951, 15; “Third Generation Runs Business,” Statesman-Joumal, June 25, 1982, 10E.
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and Sylvia Dorney purchased the South Eldridge Block in May of 1999. Greenbaum's Quilted Forest
continues to occupy the building in 2000.

241 - 247 Commercial Street, NE
Classification: Historic Contributing (Listed in National Register, 1982)
Historic Name: Benjamin Forstner Store building/South First National Bank Block
Current Name(s): Mary Anne’s Wordshop
Year of Construction: 1887/c.1923
Legal Description: 073W22DC08700; Salem Addition, from Lots 2 & 3, Block 49
Owner(s): John and Nina Honey, Trustees
POB 247
Salem, Oregon 97308

Description: This is a two-story unreinforced brick, stucco-faced commercial building of Italianate style
designed by Holly A. Cornell. It has a sloping roof with a bracketed cornice with egg-and-dart ornamentation.
Two bays on the upper facade contain three double-hung wood sash windows in each bay. Cast iron quoined
pilasters frame the bays.

Originally two stores, changes were made to this building by 1923. A central entranceway was
established, and the exterior chimneys and ornamental cast iron cresting were removed. A one-story addition
on the rear, c.1960, is of concrete block.

The street level is comprised of aluminum-framed display windows. Although not original to the
structure, it is a compatible storefront. The transoms have been covered. Both facade corners have cast-iron
pilasters with fluted pedestals, a vertical recessed panel, and an "intermediate" capital at the top of the
ground-floor windows, culminating in a fluted capital embellished with circles and folded ribbons immediately
below the cornice. The building retains its historic qualities and contributes to the character of the downtown
district.

History and Significance: The South First National Bank Block was constructed during Salem's first period
of private redevelopment, which was stimulated primarily by a desire to avoid fire by replacing wood with
brick.

Holly A. Cornell (1859-1911) who practiced architecture in Salem for several years designed the
building. Cornell is believed to have also designed two residences in Salem: the Werner Breyman Mansion
and the Governor Zenas Moody Mansion. Both mansions are now gone. After his Salem practice, Cornell
worked as a foreman of several sash and door companies. The South First National Bank Block is believed to
be the only identified, extant building designed by Cornell.

Benjamin Forstner and his family were members of the Aurora (Oregon) colony, a Christian
cooperative society founded by Dr. William Keil. It was organized at the Rapite Colony in Harmony,
Pennsylvania. Forstner is believed to have immigrated to Oregon in 1863. By 1874 he was living in Salem.

305 - 321 Court Street

Classification: Historic Contributing

Historic Name: Pearce Building

Current Name(s): Beauty Salon; Roz John; Green Thumb

Year of Construction: 1940

Legal Description: 073W22DC08000, Salem Addition, front of Lot 5, Block 32
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Owner(s): Pioneer Trust Company

317 Court Street NE, 203

Salem, Oregon 97301
Description: This two-story Modernistic style reinforced concrete building is on the corner of Court and
Liberty streets. The corner of the building forms a curve, sweeping from the south-facing facade around to
the west-facing facade. A second-floor window bay repeats this corner curve.

This sweeping curvature is the primary focal point of the building. The second-floor facades are flat,
rising straight up to the roof edge without a cornice. The window bays are recessed into the primary plane of
the facade. These seven second-story window bays are rectangular, recessed areas containing multi-light
steel sash windows. The ground floor of both facades has display windows with stucco “bulkheads.” The
building has retained its original fabric and design and contributes to the historic qualities of the downtown
district.

History and Significance: The Pearce Building, built in 1940, is a contributing resource in the district
because of its association with the commercial development of downtown Salem on the eve of the United
States entrance into World War II. The building is also associated with sisters Helen and Dorothy Pearce, who
owned this site and had the present Modernistic style building constructed. Helen and Dorothy Pearce
acquired the property in 1918 from Wade & Pearce Company.”

Robert M. Wade, overland immigrant to Oregon in 1850, founded R. M. Wade & Company in Salem in
1865. George A. Pearce, Helen's and Dorothy’s father, began clerking in the Wade store in 1871; he became
president and treasurer of the firm when it was incorporated in 1885. Lot Pearce, his younger brother, served
as the company bookkeeper for many years. “Wade's,” as it was familiarly known, sold agricultural and
household equipment from their two-story brick structure (constructed in 1869) at the corner of Commercial
and Court streets. The company eventually specialized in farm equipment, carrying all the latest iron tools
and equipment manufactured in the 1870s and 1880s and, eventually, tractors. The company also pioneered
the use of sprinkler irrigation equipment (known as “Wade Rain”). By the early 1890s, when R.M. Wade
established the company headquarters in Portland, Wade's distributed its goods throughout the Willamette
Valley and the Pacific Northwest. In 1902 the Salem branch of the business became “Wade-Pearce &
Company.” From 1915 to 1929, R.M. Wade’s son-in-law, Edward Newbegin, presided over the company,
followed by his son, Wade Newbegin.*

Both Dorothy and Helen Pearce were born in the family home at 267 North Winter Street in Salem,
Oregon. Both sisters graduated from Willamette University in the early 1900s. Dorothy, a musician, then
attended the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston and also studied music in New York. For many
years, Dorothy Pearce maintained a music studio in Salem, taught music, and belonged to several local and
national music clubs and associations. Prior to her death in 1966, she served as an officer in the Salem
district of the Oregon Music Teachers Association.” Her sister Helen Pearce, a student of English, became the
first woman graduate of Willamette University (in 1915) to receive her Ph.D. (in 1930 from the University of
California, Berkeley, after receiving her master’s degree from Radcliffe College in 1926). Helen Pearce taught
English at Willamette University from 1920 to 1955. She was a scholar on the subject of Alfred Lord
Tennyson. Later in her career, she chaired the English Department at Willamette University. She also

33 Marion County, deed book, vol. 146, p. 249

i Sybil Westenhouse, “Wade-Pearce and Company,” Historic Marion, Winter 1999, 4; Lillie L. Madsen, “Wade Company Has
Grown With Farming in Valley for 100 Years,” Oregon Statesman, April 1, 1965, sec. 4, p. 37.

35 «Death Claims Music Teacher,” Capital Joumal, February 22, 1966, sec. 1, p. 3.
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became an authority on local Salem and Oregon history; she co-edited the first ten volumes of “Marion
County History.” Helen Pearce distinguished herself as the first Oregon woman to preside over Zonta
International (from 1938-1940), and was a charter member of the Salem branch of the American Association
of University Women. Helen Pearce passed away in 1978.* The Pearce family estate retained ownership of
the Pearce Building property into the late 1900s.

339 Court Street
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Enright-Halik Building
Current Name: Great Harvest Bread Company
Year of Construction: c. 1900
Legal Description: 073W22DC07800, Salem Addition, front of Lot 5 in Block 32
Owners: Great Harvest of Salem Inc.

339 Court Street NE

Salem OR 97301

Description: This is a two-story Commercial style unreinforced brick building that includes decorative
brickwork and stucco on the second floor exterior wall. The with three one-over-one, double-hung wood sash
windows that date from the historic period; the ground floor has multi-light fixed display windows, and wood
paneling, that appear to date from the 1980s. A curved canvas awning extends over the sidewalk. While
changes to the storefront do affect the overall appearance of the building in part due to its simple
architectural detailing on the second floor, the recessed entrance and the use of compatible display windows,
provide a similar configuration to the historic period. This building is considered to be a contributing
structure in the district.

History and Significance: The original owners/occupants Olive and John Enright, and Frank and Emma
Halik were associated with commercial and medical developments in Salem in the early years of the twentieth
century.

ryOlive Stanton England acquired the property at 387 Court Street in 1899 (as well as the property at 347 Court). By 1905
she very likely had constructed the present two-story building to replace a one-story building on this site. That year she and her
husband, John F. Enright, operated a tailor shop in the building and also resided at the same address (possibly upstairs). Olive and
John Enright continued to reside in Salem until the mid-1910s when they apparently moved to Portland, where Olive Enright died
in 1986.37 In 1924 the Enright couple sold their two properties to Frank E. and Emma Halik, and Alvin and Minnie Stewart.

Frank Halik, a native of LaCrosse, Wisconsin, born in 1883, came to Salem in 1918. Halik learned

glass blowing as an apprentice and exhibited his skill at fairs in the Midwest, and later on the West Coast. In
Salem, he opened and presided over the Halik Electric Company; Emma Halik was vice-president of the
company. In 1924 Halik and A.C. Eoff went into partnership as the Halik and Eoff Electric Shop at 337 Court
Street. The joining was apparently short-lived. By 1928 Halik Electric Company alone occupied the building
at 337 Court and remained there until the depths of the Great Depression in 1932-33. In 1936 “Cherry City
Cleaners” was located on the ground floor and radio KSCM rented the second floor. Burroughs Electric

% “Retired WU professor Helen Pearce Dies,” Capital Joumal, November 13, 1978, 3C.

37 Marion County, deed book, vol. 70, p. 159; “Salem, Oregon,” New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1895, updated to 1914,
1926; Polk, Salem City Directory, 1905, 1909-10, 1913, 1917; “Enright,” Oregonian, August 15, 1936, 11.
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moved into 337 Court Street first-floor retail space around 1938. The Halik couple moved to Portland around
1941. Frank Halik died in 1962 in Portland.s

347 Court Street
Classification: Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: Steeves Building
Current Name: Court Street Dairy
Year of Construction: ¢.1929
Legal Description: 073W22DC07800, Salem Addition, front of Lot 5 in Block 32
Owners: Milk Inc.
347 Court Street NE
Salem OR 97301

Description: This building is a reinforced concrete two-story structure that incorporates characteristics of the
Revival architectural style. The upper facade is comprised of a canted Spanish Mission style tile resting atop
an unadorned band course. The textured stucco facade on the second level is devoid of relief between the
cornice and the two large, square, sliding aluminum windows. The ground floor has aluminum-framed
display windows that continue around the corner of the building onto the alley (east) side of the building. A
faux stone veneer has been applied to the area below the large display windows. There is an umbrella canopy
along the facade.

The changes to the building include both the second and first floors. There is little historic fabric that
has not been covered or removed and this building does not contribute to the historic qualities of the district
in its current condition.

History and Significance: The Steeves Building was constructed around 1929. Original owner Burpee
Steeves was associated with commercial and medical developments in Salem in the early years of the
twentieth century.

Burpee Steeves bought the property at 347 Court Street from the Halik and Stewart couples (owners of 337
Court Street) in March 1929. It is very possible that Steeves had the existing two-story building constructed
in 1929-30. In a mid-1930s historic photograph of the building (displayed on the wall of the “Court Street
Dairy Lunch” at 347 Court Street), the “Steeves” name is clearly visible on the exterior wall, suggesting that
Steeves was responsible for the building’s construction. Burpee Steeves, born in New Brunswick, Canada, in
1868, came to Oregon in 1886, and received his Doctor of Medicine degree from Willamette University in
Portland in 1894. He first practiced medicine in nearby Silverton, Oregon, then practiced in Idaho for twelve
years. He returned to Salem and established a practice specializing in diseases of the eyes, ears, nose, and
throat. In addition to medicine, Burpee Steeves presided over the Salem Bank of Commerce and owned a
business block (the location of his office) at State and Liberty streets in Salem in the 1920s. Burpee Steeves
died around 1932; his wife, Sarah, continued to own the Steeves Building until 1936.%

Eoff Electric, Inc., specializing in electric supplies, was probably the first tenant of the ground-floor retail
space in the Steeves Building. In May 1936, the “Dairy Lunch” restaurant, then in its fifth year of operation,
became new tenants at 347 Court Street. According to a May 31, 1936, Oregon Statesman newspaper article,

38 Marion County, deed book, vol. 174, p. 473 and vol. 200, p. 372; Polk, Salem City Directory, 1828-29, 1930-31, 1932, 1935;
“Frank E. Halik,” Oregon Statesman, August 15, 1962, D3.

39 Marion County, deed book, vol. 201, p. 447; Clark, History of the Willamette Valley, Vol. Il; Polk, Salem City Directory, 1930-
31, 1934, 1938. .
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this restaurant, operated by Glenn T. Morris, boasted all new and all electrical equipment in its new location.
The Modernistic style rounded lettering in the “Dairy Lunch” sign was displayed below two large second-floor
windows, similar to the window openings that presently exist. Henry W. and Ellen Meyers, owners of the
prominent Meyers mercantile (later Miller Mercantile Company) in Salem, bought the building later in 1936,
and owned it for ten years. Herman A., Abbott A., and Ruth Feitelson owned this building for thirty years
beginning in 1946. K.G. and G.R. Morris, owners of the Dairy Lunch, bought the building in 1977. The
Court Street Dairy Lunch remains on the ground floor of 347 Court Street in 2000.% ___

340 Court Street
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: New Breyman Block
Current Name: Sid’s Furniture
Year of Construction: 1905/c.1980s
Legal Description: 073W27AB08400; Salem Add., front of Lots 7 and 8 in Block 33.
Owner(s): Evan B. Boise, et al
340 Court Street, NE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: This is a three-story brick Commercial style building with blond brick facing. It has one-over-
one, double-hung wood sash windows on the second and third floors. It has a prominent projecting cornice
with boxed dentils and scrolled brackets, and decorative brick work. The first floor storefront and transom
areas have been changed and appear to date from c.1980, with wood mullions separating large glass, multi-
light windows, and wood siding covering the transoms. The changes to the storefront are typical of buildings
in Salem, and the upper two stories contain the architectural detailing, materials and character, that provide
the physical record to be considered a contributing building within the district.

History and Significance: The New Breyman Block, like the adjoining property to the west fronting on
Commercial Street once known as the "White Corner Building," has been long associated with the Breyman
family, prominent in the commercial and cultural life of Salem since the 1860s. It is uncertain exactly when
the Breymans purchased the land on which this building stands; however, it may have been in the early
1900s, around the time the family bought land immediately to the south. The Breyman family constructed
the New Breyman Block in 1910. According to the January 1, 1910, issue of the Oregon Statesman, "the
building here shown [in a sizeable illustration] is one of several of Salem's handsome business blocks to be
erected by the firm of W. & M.E. Breyman." This three-story Commercial style building replaced a row of four
one- and one-half-story wood-frame buildings that lined the sidewalk between the "White Corner Building"
and the alley.#!

Werner and Eugene Breyman brothers contributed to the commercial development of several communities in
the Willamette Valley (including Amity, Lafayette, and Portland) as well as the up-building of Salem’s
commercial, social, and cultural life during a period of robust growth in the capital city—the 1860s through
the early 1900s. Natives of Bockenem, Hanover, Germany, Werner and Eugene Breyman immigrated to the
United States (Wisconsin) in 1846 and 1853, respectively. Werner traveled overland to the Oregon Country

@ Marion County, deed book, vol. 225, p. 633, vol. 303, p. 888, and vol. 103, p. 198; Clark, History of the Willamette Valley, Vol.
Il, 57-58;.
4 usalem, Oregon,” New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1884, 1888, 1890, 1895, 1914, and 1926.



NPS Form 10-900a OMB Approval No. 10024-0018

United States Department of the Interior Salem Downtown Historic District
National Park Service Salem, Marion County

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section humber: 7 Page: 31

from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1850; Eugene left New Castle, Wisconsin, and came to Oregon in 1855 by way
of the Isthmus of Panama. In 1856 the two brothers formed a partnership that engaged in numerous
business ventures over the next half century. They operated a general merchandise store in Lafayette,
Yambhill County, and also opened a general merchandise store at a crossroads, which eventually became the
nucleus of Amity. They brought their mercantile acumen to Salem in 1863-64, first opening a store in the
Moore block at the northwest corner of Commercial and State streets and, in 1874, in the Breyman Brothers,
or “White Corner Building." Their business was said to be the largest retail and wholesale general
merchandise store in Oregon outside Portland. The brothers retired from merchandising in 1880, and turned
to real estate development and the loan business. Over the next two decades, Werner and Eugene Breyman
owned and developed Midland and Rosedale additions to Salem, and had financial interests in the Sunnyside,
Eastland, and Boise additions in Portland. Additionally, they held stock in several regional banks. Both men
were long-time members of the Masonic fraternity. The family homes of both Breyman brothers were centers
of social life in Salem in the 1800s.%

Descendants of the two Breyman families continued their involvement in the Salem business
community for over a century and a half. Werner and Isabella Watt Breyman, who were married in the early
1850s, raised three (of a total of seven) children who lived to mature adulthood: Anna Prael (of Portland), Elva
Brown, and Ada Eldredge (resident of Manila). Eugene and Margaret E. Skaife Breyman raised three
daughters: Lena M. Snedecor (of Birmingham, Alabama), Minnie L. Boise, and Jessie A. McNary. The
property remained in the Breyman Estate at least through the mid-1900s.43
Over the years, there has been continuity in the type of retail businesses holding forth in the New Breyman
Block. From an early date, Sanborn Company maps of Salem (1914 and 1926) show that a furniture and
carpet business occupied the entire building. C.S. Hamilton Furniture Company, owned and operated by
Clarence S. Hamilton who hailed from Jacksonville, Illinois, occupied this building. Hamilton had moved to
Oregon in 1891; three years later, he entered the furniture business with Max O. Buren. The Buren &
Hamilton Store was the first business to occupy the New Breyman Block. In 1916 the Buren and Hamilton
partnership dissolved; but Hamilton continued on in the furniture business until his death in 1944.

.355 - 357 Court Street
Classification: Historic Contributing (Listed in the National Register, 1992)
Historic Name: Paulus Building
Current Name: Northwest Knives & Collectibles; Smith Residence (second floor)
Year of Construction: 1907
Legal Description: 073W22DCO07700; Salem Add., front of Lots 3 and 4 in Block 32.
Owner(s): Carole Smith and Eric Kittleson
363 Court Street, NE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: This is a two-story, stucco-faced unreinforced brick commercial building, designed in the
Commercial style, fifty-by-eighty-five feet in size. The cornice, which projects one foot out from the plane of
the facade, traverses the building above the second-floor windows as does a smaller course under the second-

“2 portrait and Biographical Record of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, Chicago: Chapman Publishing Company, 1904, 1304;
History of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, Volume I, Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1927, 515; Capital Journal, 2
July 1938, sec. 1, p. 5.

43 History of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, Volume Ii, Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1927, 504-505; Capital
Journal, 31 December 1979, 7A.
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floor windows. There are six rectangular one-over-one, double-hung sash wood windows on the second-floor
facade. Leaded glass transom windows traverse the entire front facade on the ground floor.

There are two recessed storefronts, with tile below the display windows, and wood doors. A metal
canopy extends out from the building between the transoms and the storefronts. This building retains its
historic integrity and contributes to the qualities of the downtown district.

History and Significance: The Paulus Building contributes to the evolving history of Salem's commercial
district. It achieves significance as a fine example of the Commercial style of architecture and for its
association with local contractor Christopher Paulus, who constructed several commercial buildings in Salem.
Other known Paulus buildings are either no longer standing or substantially altered. Constructed by Paulus
in 1907 as a rental property, this building replaced two small one-story wood structures: a Chinese store and
a Chinese laundry.* Paulus removed both, and erected his new brick building located on one of the first
paved streets in Salem. The building is substantially intact on the exterior and throughout the interior.

Initially the building was constructed to provide space for a single retail establishment. The building
was first occupied by several furniture dealers, including: L.U. Josse, Josse & Moore, and W.M. Moore, who
had a combined tenancy from 1908 through 1920.* In 1931 Paulus separated the space into two separate
retail spaces. Doughton's Hardware occupied the west end of the building for almost sixty years (1934-1991),
becoming a Salem institution as the source of hunting and fishing supplies, house wares, paints, blasting
powder, and hardware. The east end was occupied by Elliott Dry Goods Company, followed by Sally's
Women's Clothing from 1935 to 1940. After World War II, various renters occupied the east side of the
building.

377 Court Street
Classification: Non-Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: N/A
Current Name: India Palace Restaurant
Year of Construction: 1960s
Legal Description: 073W22DC07600; Salem Add., front of Lots 3 and 4 in Block 32.
Owner(s): Liberty Investments, LLC
India Palace
377 Court Street
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: This is a one-story concrete commercial building faced with cultured stone. The central portion
of the ground-floor display windows extends up almost to the roofline. The entrance is on the east end of the
building and consists of a single glass door. An angled, truncated hipped roof, in front of a secondary, steeply
slanted roofline, covered with standing seam metal sheathing, is a predominant feature of the building. A
metal canopy extends out from the entrance area.

387 Court Street
Classification: Non-Historic Non-Contributing
Historic Name: N/A

“ David Duniway, National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form, July 31, 1991
45, .
Ibid.
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Current Name: Offices
Year of Construction: c.1980s
Legal Description: 073W22DC07500; Salem Addition, front of Lots 3 and 4 in Block 32
Owner(s): Liberty Investments, LLC
20 Battle Ridge Place
Atlanta, Georgia 30342

Description: This is a one-story stucco-faced brick commercial building. The ground floor has display
windows with anodized aluminum sash and an umbrella awning.

399 Court Street
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Steusloff Building
Current Name: Steusloff Bldg. (Starbucks)
Year of Construction: 1902/1948
Legal Description: 073W22DC07400; Salem Add., front of Lots 3 and 4 in Block 32.
Owner(s): Jackson Jewelers
225 Liberty ST NE
Salem OR 97301

Description: This is a two-story tile-faced commercial Modern style building on the northwest corner of
Court and Liberty streets. Second-floor fenestration consists of seven window bays on the east facade and
two on the south facade. Each window has multiple fixed lights.

The name, "Steusloff Building," appears in ten-inch block relief letters on both the south and east
facades. Both ground-floor facades have continuous aluminum-framed display windows. The double, full-
glass entry doors are situated at the southeast corner of the building and angled at 45 degrees relative to the
streets.

A fabric awning protrudes from the ground-floor facade providing cover for sidewalk, and continues
around the southeast corner to cover the southern half of the east facade. The northern half of the east
facade has been fitted with a permanent, fixed awning. The building retains the majority of its 1948
appearance and contributes to the historic qualities of the downtown district.

History and Significance: The Steusloff Brothers Building, erected in 1902 and substantially remodeled
around 1948, helps convey a sense of the historical development in Salem’s commercial district. The
building’s architectural integrity has remained intact on the second floor since the mid-1900s, and it is
associated with a family that contributed to the commercial up-building of Salem in the first half of the
1900s. The May 24, 1902, issue of the Oregon Statesman announced the construction of the Steusloff
Brothers Building: “F.W. Steusloff has purchased the lot on the northwest corner of Liberty and Court
streets, thirty-five feet on Liberty [sic] and 100 feet on Court [sic], from D.F. Wagner . . . for $4,000. . .. Itis
Mr. Steusloff’s intention to tear all those old rookeries . . . down to erect a handsome brick structure which he
intends to occupy.”46 Less than two years later, the January 1, 1904, issue of the Oregon Statesman noted the
recent completion of the Steusloff Brothers Building in an advertisement for F.W. and W.H. Steusloff’s meat
market and packing house at the corner of Court and Liberty streets. The photograph accompanying the

6 “More Property Sales,” Oregon Statesman, May 24, 1902.
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advertisement depicted a two-story, smooth concrete-finished building with two bay windows, slightly
recessed at their joining with the wall on the main facade fronting on Court Street. Five pairs of double-hung
sash windows existed on the east side of the second-floor fronting on Liberty Street. Decorative brackets with
dentil and molded swag-like ornamentation below the roof parapet gave the building a distinctly Queen Anne
style appearance. Interior stairs along the west wall of the building (entered from Court Street) gave the
public access to the second-floor offices of Dr. Wright’s dental parlor. An angled corner entrance (similar to
the present entrance) opened into the meat market on the ground floor.*” The building underwent a major
transformation in 1947-48 after Claude, Ivan and Muriel Steusloff took out a mortgage against the property
and had the building totally remodeled. An historic photograph of the commercial district looking south on
Liberty near the intersection of Court shows the exterior walls of the Steusloff Brothers Building covered with
the present streamlined, smooth tile, void of decorative ornamentation and punctuated on the second east-
facing floor with seven window bays.® The building appears to have changed little since then.

Brothers Fred and William Steusloff operated a meat market and packinghouse (Valley Packing
Company, located at the Marion County Fairgrounds) in Salem for fifty years. For many years, Fred W.
Steusloff served as president of the company; William was vice-president. Claude, son of William and Hanna
Steusloff, began working for Valley Packing Company in the early 1920s as a “stockman,” and the “buyer.” By
the late 1920s, he became vice-president of Steusloff Brothers and Valley Packing Company. Eventually, the
son of Claude and Roma, Ivan, also acquired an interest in the Steusloff property on Court Street, which
remained in the family until 1948.*

405 Court Street
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Brewer Block
Current Name: Big Town Hero
Year of Construction: 1912/¢.1950 .
Legal Description: 073W22DC06600; Salem Addition, front of Lot 5 in Block 22
Owner(s): Alan L. and Brenda K. Haugen
1618 Redwing Court, NW
Salem, Oregon 97304

Description: This is a two-story twenty-five-by-sixty-foot Modern style commercial building situated on the
northeast corner of Court and Liberty streets. A textured stucco or “gunnite” surface has been sprayed on top
of the unreinforced brick structure. The south ground-floor facade is comprised of display windows and there
is a corner angled entrance. The west ground-floor facade contains two covered windows, a pedestrian
doorway opening into the rear of the ground-floor commercial space, and an arched pedestrian doorway (now
blocked) which once led to a stairway ascending to the second-floor spaces.

The second-floor facades are unadorned surfaces without relief except for rectangular window bays.
There are four window bays on the south side of the second story and six along the west side. Each bay
contains steel sash windows consisting of a grouping of paired casement windows with fixed lights both above
and below.

47 «Steusloff Bros.". Market,” Oregon Statesman lllustrated Annual, January 1, 1902, 45

8 Historic photograph looking south on Liberty Street from just north of its intersection with Court Street, Al Jones Collection,
Salem, Oregon.

9 Polk, Salem City Directory, 1909, 1913, 1917, 1921, 1924, 1928, 1932, 1935, 1938, 1945, and 1951; Marion County, deed
book, vol. 360, p. 946.
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The removal of cornice and window header ornamentation (which may be replicated where
appropriate) and the installation of double-hung sash steel-framed windows$ on the second story and west
side ground floor, probably about 1950, may be considered historic features. The application of the “gunnite”
surface materials and the closure of windows makes it a borderline “contributing” resource to the historic
district. The window opening size and spacing is unchanged from the original. The building retains the
overall form and stylistic features of the c.1950 remodel and is considered a contributing structure in the
district. '

History and Significance: The two-story Brewer Block, constructed around 1912, conveys a sense of the
historical evolution of Salem’s downtown commercial district between the early 1900s and 1950.

The property is associated with Charles H. and Joseph Henry Brewer, doctors and businessmen who
owned and operated the Brewer Drug Store in this building for many years. Mary E. Brewer, wife of Joseph
H. Brewer, clerked in the Brewer Drug Company Store for many years. Charles H. Brewer bought the lot of
vacant land on which this building stands in 1903 from L.L. Rowland. Brewer, born in Sioux City, lowa,
came to Oregon at age twelve with his parents. After attending the University of Oregon and graduating from
the “medical college” in Salem in 1898, he began practicing medicine in nearby Silverton, and then Stayton,
before moving to Salem and constructing the Brewer Block and opening a drug store in it. Joseph Henry
Brewer, a physician, also occupied the Brewer Block in the early 1900s.*

Rae-Lee, Incorporated, bought the Brewer Building in 1947. It held the property until the mid-1970s.
In more recent years, the Brewer Building has been the home of Karl’s Shoes and, later, the “Big Town Hero”
shop.

409 Court Street
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Wallace and Mabel Moore Building
Current Name: Florist
Year of Construction: c. 1916
Legal Description: 073W22DC06500; Salem Addition, front of Lot 5, Block 22
Owner(s): Gary and Ladell Mcllnay
409 Court Street, NE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: This is a two-story, three-bay unreinforced brick commercial building with characteristics of the
Commercial style. The second-floor facade is embellished with four pilasters that separate and isolate the
three window bays.

The building has a stepped parapet with a central front gable. Beginning at the second floor window
bays, the pilasters terminate immediately below the entablature, where a bracket accents the upper terminus
of each pilaster.. Each second-story window bay contains four lights that are the result of a post-1955
modification. The ground-floor facade is composed of display windows that appear to date from the 1930s
based on the curved glass without muntins or mullions and the streamline-style pilasters on the ground floor.

50 Marion County, deed book, vol. 82, p. 248; Portrait and Biographical Record, 1461; “Salem, Oregon,” New York: Polk,
Sanborn Map Company, 1890, 1895, updated to 1914, 1926; Polk, Salem City Directory, 1905, 1909-10, 1913, 1915, 1917,
1921, 1926; historic photograph of the northeast corner of Liberty and Court streets, c. 1916, Anderson-Mclinay Collection,
Salem, Oregon.

51 Marion County, deed book, vol. 321, p. 250.
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This storefront contributes to the historic character of the building. There is an umbrella-type awning on the
building.

This building retains a significant amount of historic fabric, some of which is hidden by the awning, a
removable feature. The change of the windows in the second story is the most significant change, however,
the decorative architectural detailing around the windows provides substantial visual qualities that describe
the historic period. Therefore, this building is considered a contributing resource within the district.

History and Significance: The Wallace and Mabel Moore Building, built around 1916, conveys a sense of
historical evolution in Salem’s downtown commercial district. Although alterations to the second-floor
windows of this building within the last fifty years diminish this building's integrity, the window openings—
size and spacing—are unchanged from the original and most of the decorative ornamentation above the street
level is intact. These changes could be reversed. Retrieving the first-floor transom lights and replacing the
existing awning with one more compatible to those used in Salem before 1950 would help recover the
building’s integrity. This building is associated with the Moores who contributed to the commercial vitality of
Salem in the first half of the 1900s.

Wallace W. and Mabel A. Moore bought this property in early 1915 from Frank W. Durbin, early owner
of Salem commercial property (including the building at 315-333 State Street). A two-story dwelling with bay
windows stood on the site of the Moore Building at least as late as 1914. Wallace probably constructed the
present building around 1915-1916. Wallace W. Moore, a native of Tennessee born in 1871, came to Salem
from Kansas in 1910. He soon thereafter founded the Moore Furniture Company and, over time, acquired
several properties in Salem. He retired in his fifties to manage his property holdings. Moore and his wife,
Mabel, raised two daughters: Dorothy Moore Long (killed in an auto accident with her husband in 1937) and
Mabel Lucille Knapp. Wallace W. Moore died of a heart attack in 1937, just four months after his daughter’s
death. In 1947 his wife, Mabel, sold the property to their daughter, Mabel Lucille Knapp, who retained
ownership of the property into the 1980s.*

421 Court Street
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Ada and Mark Skiff Block
Current Name: Oasis Records
Year of Construction: c. 1903
Legal Description: 073W22DC06400; Salem Addition, front of Lot 5 in Block 22
Owner(s}): Kevin Lafky
429 Court Street, NE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: The building is a unreinforced brick Commercial style structure. It has a decorative cornice
band with a dentil pattern below which three bays, each with one double hung wood sash window, decorative
recessed panels beneath each window, and a second cornice band below. A rigid awning extends out from
just above the transom area which has been enclosed. The storefront windows have been changed, but retain
the large open display windows with bulkhead area below. The building retains the majority of its historic
appearance and materials and contributes to the downtown district.

52 Marion County, deed book, vol. 137. p. 578 and vol. 369, p. 600; “Salem, Oregon,” New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1884,
1888, 1890, 1895, updated to 1914, 1926, “W.W. Moore Dies Suddenly at Residence,” Capital Journal, May 10, 1937, 1.
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History and Significance: This building, constructed around 1906, is associated with the lives of Mark and
Ada Velma Calvert Skiff, long-time Salem residents associated with medical and commercial developments in
the community.

Mark S. Skiff, the son of prominent pioneering local dentist Lansing S. Skiff, was born in Salem in 1865. The
elder Skiff, who pioneered the practice of dentistry in Oregon, bought property and established his home and
dental office at 155 Liberty Street, NE in the early 1860s after traveling from his native home in Syracuse,
New York, to California (1849), and then to Washington Territory, before arriving in Salem, Oregon, in 1858.
Lansing S. Skiff immediately opened a dentist’s office. Skiff is reputedly one of the first persons to practice
dentistry in the Far West, and was also one of the first so-called “circuit riders” in dentistry in the Oregon
Territory. Dr. L.S. Skiff distinguished himself in his profession by becoming one of the first dentists in the
United States to make use of a water motor in the operation of his burring machine for cleaning teeth. He
also founded the Oregon State Dental Society and served a term as both its president and vice president.
Mark S. Skiff apprenticed under his father and joined the senior Skiff in the practice of dentistry under the
business name of “L.S. Skiff and Son.” Mark Skiff, like his father, pioneered progressive dentistry practices.
He reportedly set the first gold crown in Salem around 1890; the “pivot work” for this procedure was done by
setting hickory pegs in cement. He kept abreast of the most modern methods of extraction and maintained
up-to-date equipment. In 1926 Dr. Mark S. Skiff had the distinction of being the fourth oldest dentist in
continuous practice in Oregon. At that time, his dentist’s office occupied space in the Masonic Building on
High Street (in the nominated historic commercial district).”

Mark Skiff apparently never occupied this building. Offices were in this building. This property remained in
the Skiff family until the late 1980s.**

429 Court Street
Classification: Historic Contributing
Historic Name: Ada and Mark Skiff Block
Current Name: Offices
Year of Construction: c.1906
Legal Description: 073W22DC06400; Salem Addition, front of Lot 5 in Block 22
Owner(s): Kevin Lafky
429 Court Street, NE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Description: This building has predominantly Queen Anne characteristics. It has two bay windows joined
into one complex bay by an ornamental balustrade. Each of the six windows is emphasized by panels below
the sill. The four windows, which a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>